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. The boat around 2 tonne
(empty) and has a loaded capacity of
around 3 tonne with gers and
fuel and is still able to maintain a good
mg‘z]::eed laden.

race off towards Opua in a light
following chop; there is a little spray
thrown on board and we experience a
fairly bumpy — but exciting — ride. We
throw the craft into some tight turns
and the banking and turning is what one
would expect from a jethoat,

Reefrunner takes a little getting
used to for those not familiar with jet-
boats. The foot throttle makes it easy o
accurately control the speed of the boat
in quickly changing conditions. It does,
however, lake smr;nle £;ﬂ§tdm in the
T where a hard landing can jar
t]{;gf]:)mdﬁ?ﬁ the throttle and dramatic-

uﬂ%_sl‘ulr the boat.

ight turning at speed is another area
where new skills liave to be learnt and
we quickly discover that the most excil-
ing turns are 1o be had by momentarily
taking the foot off the throttle, throw-
ing the wheel hard over and then
“planting the boot™ once again.

Having the steering station wel
for'ard has created some problems for
the driver due to the “fulcrum” effect.
Reefrunner’s owners have countered
this by installing a thickly padded truck
seat Igc-mmly bolted 1o the floor) and
installing seatbelts. e

Reefrunner proves surprisingly cas
i master and the team is soon confid-
ently turning and charging at “full
noise” (an apt description in this case)
across the bay. :

All too soon, however, we discover
that tide, time and small aeroplanes
wait for no-one (not even Boating test
teams having a ball in the sunny Bay of

The steering station boasts a converted truck seat, complere
with seat belfs,

Islands) and return Reefrunner o the
charter pier.

Summary
_ Reefrunner fills a gap in the tourist
industry and at the same time promotes
the wide diversity of bnmhujl‘:iing and
designing skills in New Zealand. As a
charter boat Reefrunner has a lot to
offer, not least the fact that the straight
open exhausts make a roar that gives
passengers a sensation of speed even
gma_u:r than actually achieved and a
eeling of r, too. For the younger
tourists this has got to be an extremely

—

exciting way 1o sight-see in the Bay of
Islands and among the Black Rocks and
similar places.

Manoeuvring, due to the shallow
draft, can be carmed out in complete
safety in spots where most boats cannot
£O.

With it's 10mm thick alaminium plate
hull, even a relatively serious mishap is
unlikely to incur any major damage.

This is a p built boat and.
although the added width makes it a
little blunt in the entry (thus giving a
slightly rougher ride than we are used

to), load carrying capacity is, neverthe-
less, comparable w that of a similar
length catamaran, with twice the turn-
ing ability.

%V: do notice, however, thal some
underfloor sections have come loose
and, due to the mﬁed nature of the jet-
boat’s work, we feel that some strength-
ening in this area is required.

feel that as boat travels
through such beautiful scenic water-
ways (up to Haruru Falls, for exa )
maybe silencers could be added
s0 that w in the water these

open

could be open for the full benefit of the
V8 throaty roar; while in more popula-
ted waters these could employed so as
not to annoy the locals.







