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isp ring Jack — a bias
‘ﬂ:rs::I crzising comfort




e first noticed Whispering Jack last

WSpring while wandering A-Pier at

 Auckland’s Westhaven Marina. The

yacht stood out as new and attractive — its de-

sign remaining a mystery until we noticed the
absence of a permanent backstay.

From all angles, Whispering
Jack is a handsome and power-
ful cruiser. She is pictured
here during an enjoyable run
before o freshing northwest-
crly down Aucklands Wirte-
miata Harbour,




Pl e o8
nded  despite
the generous sail area,

proved easy (o

Without any of the extremes of
some Elliott designs, we had been
momentarily foxed. Showing the ob-
;i_mlﬁ i _ﬂmmmdmmm —

ig cockpit autopilot, ing
|'I£Jd$l.il r:ud wheel steening, the new
12m design was clearly not intended for
the race track.

Whispering Jack was built in cedar
_I? well-known Auckland boatbuilder,

erry Bailey, for Ross and Jill Blair.
The Blairs, having owned four previous
keelboats, were very definite on their
design brief — they wanted a big, com-
fortable yacht which was easy to handle
shorthanded. Racing was not a priority,
although they have contested a number
of t nded events,

ses — and worked with Terry

test sail. day was over-
northwesterly breeze prom-
met the

of Whispering Jack that we
a
a

boat speed without any drama.

Throughout the spinnaker run. the
helmsman enjoys Ech of positive
feedback through the wheel — but w
no stage is there any overload.

After a few enjoyable miles under
spinnaker, the No 1 genoa is_hoisted
and the spinnaker sent below. Harden-
ing up on the wind, the Elliott begins
to show its real power — sobd upwind

formance.
pﬂww ng Jack quickly reaches 7.2
knﬂmm a slight chop, the power

of the yacht suggesting that even in
much heavier eoﬁ?m the perform-
ance will be impressive.
Again there is no weight on the
uheldm. the wheel giving tiller-like con-

Being red up for shorthanded
sailing, aﬁ&:hc mainsail controls are

readily within reach of the helmsman

this Elliott

After some hours sailin
cruiser, it is time to back for a
more detailed inspection.

Deck

Common to the Elliott family line,
Whispering Jack has a near plumb bow
~— and to avoid attacking the paintwork
with the anchor, lhisyag:rthasasplm‘:-
man protruding from the bow to keep
the pick in its place.

A windlass, mounted on its side in
the large foredeck anchor well, does

headsail furling system further em-
phasises the owners’ leaning toward
comfortable cruising,

Whispering Jack features teak on
her side decks and throughout the
cockpit while Epiglass Reaction Lac-
guer and Epigrip provide foot traction
on the cabintop.

The yacht also features five Weaver
hatches on the cabintop — a large one
over the for’ard cabin, a small one over
the head, & medium hatch over the
saloon and another two small hatches
aft, one over the galley and the other
over the starboard quarterberth.



Right from the rubbish bins
set into the transom, Whisper-
ing Jack is a well-conceived
and  constructed  cruising
vacht.

The mast, by ﬁa&ﬁx. has a twin
swept spreader and jumper arrange-
ml:n]: ﬁth no masthead backstay.
Running backstays, which can be fitted
for hard reaching and running con-
ditions, are taped out of the way durin
our test. The mast is supported by ro
rigging and Graham rigging screws,

Rope clutches for Africa — and an opening window in the
dowloer to rumn air down the vent hatech

idea! for sml handling — or
sunbathing.

A novel “problem solver” block fit-
ting, manufactured by Terry Bailey, is
attached at maximum beam on
deck 1o take the place of a j pole
in keeping kite lines off the stanchi

The smart dodger, a real must
for comfortable cruising, was built by
Marine Trimmers.

A fair cluster of mast control lines
lead aft to a custom-built stainless steel
unit containing block turning blocks
and 12 RC Marine rope clut All



