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generally not made from the latest shimmering
exotic laminates, they look good and durable.

The mainsail employs a full-length top
batten and looks like a hotbed of horsepower.
Blair has opted to avoid a masthead spinnaker,
reminding me again that this boat is not going
to be a gung-ho racer. The No.1 genoa is of a
mylar/dacron laminate, with the mylar
protected by being on the inside.

Ever since her lines were released, Blair
had been interested in the E12. With a former
crew member of High Society wanting to buy
that boat, it seemed a perfect time for a move.

Whispering Jack was commissioned in
November 1989 and launched on August 8,
1990, the day before the Imtec boat show.
From her showing there, Bailey has secured
two more jobs: He’ll be finishing off the
interiors of another Elliott 12 and an Elliott
10-50 destined for Japan.

We took Whispering Jack out on the
Waitemata on a perfect Saturday afternoon.
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The breeze was light for starters and built
nicely for the beat home. Running, we lost
most of our apparent wind — at one stage we
were doing five knots, with only four across
the deck.

Dropping the kite and heading off on a
fetch was when my amazement set in. The
boat’s surge of speed once again made it hard
to believe the cruising yacht story. Upwind,
under full main and No.1 genoa, she settled in
at’7.4 knots and displayed impressive stiffness
after a certain angle of heel. I'm sure a good
helmsman more familiar with the boat could
get that upwind speed up a notch, to 7.7 knots,
as we did on occasions.

The feel of the helm was a pleasure. Direct
and positive — a centimetre or two on the
wheel — and the bow would immediately
waggle. In the construction, Bailey was well
aware of the potential problems created by the
trend toward deeper, bigger rudders being
hung from an ever-narrower bearing spread
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