three
boatbuilders and

ake a 1987 de-

sign,

an insane desire for

shorthanded sailing —

and the result is 12
metres of Divine Mad-

Madness
T
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Reaching down the harbour
our best speed was 13 knots,

Veery stiff and dry as we sail upwind.
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The ever hard working Boating test
tecam meet with Divine Madness at
Auckland’s Westhaven marina and

waste no time in d:garting the marina.

and hoisting the sai

Reaching down the Waitemata Har-
bour in the 15-20 knot southwesterly
brecze, Divine Madms;l accelerates
quickly in response to each gusi.

Only havin%x:jam threequarter hoist
spinnaker on board does hamper our
speed somewhat but, in the gusts we
manage a lop of 13 knots.

The acceleration in each gust is not-
iceable, particularly when the boat lies
level. With an amount of heel on there
is a need to bear off slightly and get the
boat underneath the rig before the
numbers start o climb.

A pleasant spinnaker ride is un-
fortunately curtailed by an over-
enthusiastic plm%raphﬂ screaming
something about sailing upwind before
the light fails. We ultimately relent and
hoist the number three and
point the boat back on the wind toward
Auckland.

Sailing upwind Divine Madness sits
between 6.8 and 7.3 knots, the helm
weight is minimal and steering a two

fin&:er job.
actually check the accuracy of
the speedo system against the GPS

and discover an error — not the usual
con Juh of the owner winding the
] up to impress us, but a reading
tﬁﬁx is 7 per cent low.

The large topside flare ensures the

crew are kept dry, all of the spray
being deflected well away.

Tacking, the boat spins very quickly
and loses little speed. On board, there
is plenty of room for four people 1o
manoeuvre the boat through tacks
even though it has a distinct bias toward
shorthanded sailingt;

After an enjoyable (and quick) up-
wind sail we put the motor to the test,
motoring into the breeze at an easy 6
knots.

Once back at the marina it is time
for a more detailed inspection.

Interior inspection

Going down below we are impressed
with the vast volume and open spaces
of this design. Starting aft there is a
huge quarterberth to with gear
stowage underneath., are large
enough to lay on athwartships if neces-
m. bunk tops are screwed down

the whole interior is structural but
there are access holes for stowage. The
angled sides in the cockpit add to the
space, giving easy access and head-
room in the quarterberths.

For'ard is lley. There is D:g an
icebox in the aft end of the bench as
owner Terry Murcu}n feels it is not

to have a freezer in a racing
m are cupboards built out
under the sidedecks but they don't
have shelving built into them at pre-
sent.

Of particular note in the galley are
the ctpnﬁnealed hinges and the trim

The functional deck layout is designed around shorthanded

around the 6mm thick gaboon plywood
doors, giving the impression they are
around 25mm thick.

All of the doors are finished in this
manner.

The stove is a Broadwater two
burmer with a Pgl’ill below, the latest
from Power & Marine with a huge pot
locker underneath. There is a dee
sink with high pressure cold water and,
underneath this is further storage racks
which take the form of plastic coated
wire wvegetable trays and a utensil
drawer,

The main saloon berth is L-shaped,
the aft end housing the water pressure

ump, bilge pump and spare anchor.

is area 15 also destined to be home
to the house battery. Under each main
saloon berth is a rigid 160 litre (35 gal)
welded PVC water tank.

There’s further gear storage behind
the saloon berth back rests, and above
those another huge pilot berth.

Headroom throu the main
cabin is 1.85m (6ft 2ins) and this car-
ries right for’ard past the mast into the
fore ;

rest of the front of the boat is
basically empty except for the teak and
holly floorboards. re is a large
Weaver hatch in the middle of the fore-
deck for sail handling.

All the sheets and wet weather stow-
age hang on the hull just for'ard of the
main bulkhead. The chain plates are
fitted below decks, the Searig stainless
steel turn buckles low on the bulkhead
o keep the weight low and this also el-
iminates any chafe on the foot of the
headsails. are kept watertight at
the deck with the use of nylon packers.




chain plates there is a kevlar
which runs down and ties into the mast
partner which is timber up to the strin-
ger and foam and kevlar above,

!
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locker whimi has the “brain” for all the
systems in a nice area.

Ahnfﬂmnws;gleismhﬂhu;e
quarterberth the same as on the port
sﬂe.ﬁhmhmﬂtsumn'gwgy
for the motor under it and also panels
for access to the motor.

The motor, which lives behind the

The L-shaped galley has plenty of storage space and red

companion steps underneath the
chkh%i:. is a _unn'rg: 3GM saildrive,

steps are a stain-
less sieel frame with teak treads and
there is sound insulation on the aft face
of them 1 help keep the noise to a
minimum.

The aluminium fuel tank is fitted aft
of the motor and has a capacity of 105
litres (23.3 gals).

The interior is very well colour coor-
R

reaction uer is -

naI;lly white with .n[?lq“ tint and satin

finish. This contrasts well with the ac-

?'lic covered squabs and the beige
acon benchtops.

Cunstruction

vl -

labour in the form of sanding, filling
and painting.
_The deck was built by Craig Part-

nc!ﬁeyad'an

keel is one of the few areas that
have been changed from the original
i five laminated keel

have been optimised for downwind
by Richard Karn.

The steel tank above the keel, keel

bolts and rudder stock were fabricated




A half-sized chart table just forward of the starboard quart-

erberth.




