ew Zealand yacht designer
Greg, Elliott has built a high
profile on both sides of the
Tasman over the past
couple of decades for his stable of
racing designs with striking looks and
perfarmance.

Yachts like the 45ft Kiwi Coyote,
50ft Hydroflow, the S5ft Future
Shock and the 16m schooner Primo,
have all attracted attention as ocean
racers designed for speed rather than
handicap results, while smaller Elliott
designs have been prominent in

trailerable racing and club training
schemes.

In an
Zealand journalist lvor Wilkins upon
the launch of Kwr Coyote, Elliott
summed up his racing yacht
philosophy thus: “It's all about drag
reduction and weight reduction.
Reduce drag and weight as much as
possible, combine that with a
reasonable amount of power in the
rig and you are out of here. Simple
as that.”

With deep draft foils and a rotating

interview with New

carbon fibre wing mast, Kiwi Coyote
was a clear winner of the PHS division
of last year’s Hahn Premium Race
Week at Hamiltan Island, while
Hydroflow nearly set a new elapsed
time record for manohulls in this year's
Auckland to Noumea Yacht Race

in spite of his established
reputation as a designer of high
performance racers, Elliott has also
been building an increasing following
for his cruising designs.

Deckhouse/pilothouse cruisers
like the 16rm Tourer Bushido lfand the
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eyecatching Benny 53, Go(produced
from the same hull moulds in New
Zealand but with very different
interior layouts and firish), and the
15.5m Tourer Mushio have been
attracting  attention  as  fast
passagemakers

Now an Australian company, New
Yachts, has produced a scaled-down
version of Greg Elliott’s deckhouse
cruiser

According to Hlion, this is
probably as small as his Tourer
concept can be taken.



'-:"_:_-'15 Austrahan built, Kiwi-designed

The Australian connection
Peter Newman, the principal of
New Yachts, is well-known around
the Australian yacht racing scene.
He has been involved with offshore
racing for some 30 years and was
Victoria's Chief State Measurer fora
lang period, building technical and
practical expenience which he says
has proven valuable in the
development of the 1250 Tourer.
MNewman was also previously
involved in production of the
Davidson 34 series of yachts, and

cru:ser has tﬁe legs ﬁ)r fast
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more recently formed an alliance
with Creg Elliott to produce
cruiser/racer Elliott 9.6m designs
such as Raptorand Frequent Flyer
and also Elliott 17m yachts such as
Dixie Chicken and Veloce,

New Yachts has established a
working relationship with Victorian
boat builder Blue Marine, headed
up by leff Casley. Blue Marine built
the 9.5m and 11m Elliott designs
for New Yachts, as well as the
pilothouse cruiser Mushio, and
was again engaged to build the

moulds and now the hulls for the
1250 Teurer,

The formula

New Yachts |abels the Tourer
1250: "a formula that gives true
perfarmance with all the crusing
amenities.’

According to the company's
publicity materials “the high
volume, low drag hull shape has a
bulb keel to give stability in all
conditions. To enable moderate
displacement, composite
construction is used throughout

“The rig and rigging is arranged
for ease of handling by one person,
and easy sail handling for one or
twa peaple. Accommodation
layout 15 designed to the chent's
specific  individual interiar
requirements.  The layoul s
deceptively simple and uncluttered
both below and above deck.”

Blurred distinctions

The most striking feature of the
boat 15 the way it blurs the
distinctions betwaen outdoor and
indoor living.

Rather than stepping down inta
what can seem like a dark dungeon,
as s the case on traditional aft
cockpit yachts, the transition from
cockpit to deckhause involves little
change in altitude. wision or
brightness

The saloon is on almost the
same level as the cockpit and has
wraparound windows providing
excellent views for anyone
relaxing out of the weather on the
settees, cooking a meal or looking
after the navigation

These gains have been obtained
without making heavy concessions
in sailing performance, vision from
the cockpit or overall aesthetics.
Yes, this is a pilothouse yacht rather
than a thoroughbred racing model,
but that doesn't mean it's a dumpy
motorsailer, with the lines of the
superstructure remaining  quite
streamlined.

Eliot 1250 Tourer

DIY or sailaway

The 1250 Tourer is being
procuced from female moulds,
which have been made for the hull,
deck, internal structure and
furniture.

The boat is being marketed in
various stages, starting from the
cheapest altemnative of hull, deck,
keel and rudder with internal
structure fitted, which may appeal
to sailors with DIY skills, through to
a fully-completed sailaway version,
A degree of customisation of the
interior is possible.

MNew Yachts says the 1250 is
built to American Bureau of
Shipping standard, with hull and
deck construction of E-glass and
Vinylester resin over a PV core,
The deck is reinforced in high load
areas with extra laminate and high
density core.

Vinylester resin was chosen
over polyester for its better

structural properties, greater
shear strength and resistance
against asmosis

All the interior framing s
structural, including nng frames at
the back and front of the keel area
and at the mast, which is keel-

stepped
The curved armour glass
pilothouse windows are

specifically produced for the
Tourers. New Yachts says that
the designer attacked them with
a sledgehammer without being
able to break the glass.

An exterior wraparound screen
is provided to keep heat out of the
saloon and cut the glare. f | was
planming to head off on a long
ocean cruise on this boat, I'd
probably also want to take some
stormboards  for  additional
protection of these big windows in
the event of meeting the ultimate
storm. But then, I'm paranoid.

Keel options
The standard boat has a fixed

keel - a steel fabrication with a lead



bulb bolted and faired into the foot
- giving a draft of 2 28m

However, the demonstrator
yacht is the lifting keel version
which enables the draft to be
reduced to 1.65m. The keel casing
% guite unobtrusively incorporated
into the forward end of the saloan
The hydraulic rams for the keel lift
mechanism are tucked away under
the saloon floor, where there is a
large amount of storage space and
access to the engine. This is a 3%hp
Yanmar 3/H3CE saildrive turning a
16in two blade folding propeller.

There are four big 6-volt tractor
batteries and a starter battery. The

standard diesel fuel tankage of

2400t n two stainless steel fuel tanks
is estmated by New Yachts to give
arange of 550nm. There is room for
more tankage if required

Sail power

The standard ng is a 15/16ths
fractional sloop with aluminium
spars, using locally made anodised
sections. The mast |5 set up with
two sets of swept-back spreaders,
with a wide shroud base utilising
carbon fibre chainplates at the
gunwale, plus a split backstay
which can be adjusted using an 8:1

purchase block and tackle. The
poom vang is a Selden strut.

The sail plan has a fully-battened
mainsail with slab reefing and a
110% overlap jib set on a Profurl
roller-furler, attached right at the
stem

This area is strengthened by the
bowsprit, which extends some
550mm. Peter Newman believes
the bowsprit could be up to a metre
longer without unduly hindering
the boat's manoeuvrability around
crowded marinas, otc

A masthead gennaker could be
set with a tacking line run through a
block at the front of the bowsprt or
the boat could be set up for
conventional spinnakers

The anchor locker is big enough
to house a gennaker as well as the
windlass

The mainsail is set up with lazy
jacks and RCB cars to allow it to be
more easily reefed. In-boom
reefing could be an even better
option for extended shorthanded
cruising.

Generally speaking, though, the
boat is well set up for singlehanded
or shorthanded sailing, with
halyards and sail controls led aft to
winches and cleats just in front of

the steening wheels where they can
be handled by the driver with or
without the assistance of crew
There are two genoa halyards
and one masthead spinnaker
halyard, all led back to a bank of
rope clutches in front of the
starboard wheel, while the port side

cantrol ines include the mansheet
and maln halyard

The headsail sheets are led clear
of the deckhouse windows 10
Lewmar 44 self-tailing winches
mounted forward on the cockpit
coamings. To make life easier for
shorthanded sailing. these could be
reposiioned closer to the wheels
The area immediately forward of the
wheels is also used to mount the
Brookes & Gatehouse H1000
electronic wind/log instrumentation,
while binnacle-style compasses are
mounted further forward on the
cockprt coamings.

Transit zone

Mo mainsail traveller 1s included
with the mainsheet Instead runs
through fixed blocks on top of the
deckhouse instead. Thanks to this,
as well as the twin wheels and the
lift-out stem door, the cockpit is in
fact a rapid transit zone from stern
to saloon

One unusual feature is the large
sump at the forward end of the
cockpit, covered wilth atimber grille




