is cruisy
one hiot

lojo, the new
F Elliott 44, like
the elegant track

star, turns a lot of heads
when performing. Yet
despite her impressive
race debut, Flojo was
not designed as an all-
out racer. Built for
Roger Manthel of
Wellington, the new
Elliott will also be used
for extensive cruising in
the Marlborough
Sounds and off-shore.




ABOVE: Flying Flojo — the Elliott 44 at 16 knots toward
Rangitoto Island. Once fully on the plane, she was happy to

stay in top gear.
LEFT: performance was equally impressive under

Upwind
Mmgzm%mmm
the yacht
&mﬁmm{;m e
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Just back in Auckland after the
Noumea race, where she finished third
over the line behind the big 17m Elliott
Future Shock and the 20m Longfellow,
Flojo was still in showroom condition
when the Boating crew stepped aboard

for the eagerly-awaited boat test.

First impressions are of a large vol-
umed, handsome ﬁacht. the
most attractive yacht yet El-

gear we e tha this volome certinty
gear we note that thi i
continues below decks.

But with excellent sunlight for photo-
graphy and a solid 20-knot south-
southwesterly, there is no time to dally
below — all being keen to get under-

way.

l{asily manoeuvrable, Flojo is
rapidly extricated from her Westhaven
marina berth and motored at a surpris-
ing 9 knots out onto Auckland’s Waite-
mata Harbour, the 43hp turbo Volvo
saildrive providing more than sufficient

ni for Cook S%rait crossings should
wind be absent.

Before setting sail, we played for a
while with the new autopilot,
a unit des for much larger vessels
and therefore easily able to control

,Fk}ju's course — even with just the
mainsail set. i

Bearing away under mainsail, having
reverted o human control, the spinn-
aker gear is broken out. Under main
alone, Flojo is achi 9.5-10 knots,
but with the spinnaker breaking open,
the acceleration is instantaneous — the
log climbing immediately to a constant
13.9 knots, %iﬁiug to 16 in the gusts.

At pre-planing speeds, Flojo pushes
up a moderate stern wake but this dis-
appears quickly once she breaks out.

ith her complete cruising interior, the
Elliott 44 requires some extra wind
power o get her to fully burst on the

Ulpwind, Flojo is -n powerful
performer, tracking nicely at 7.7
knots.

about 7.7 knots, iring little or no
helm adjustment T?ukeep her in the
groove

Helm loading is minimal, an obvious
cruising advantage. While we
seven people on the windward rail for
the boat test, there is no question that
this yacht has enmEh ility to sail
happily without this human b

ing off onto a two-sail-reach,
Flojo’s speed quickly climbs to 8.8-9
knots, the helm load remaining light but
the main requiring a little more sensit-
ive trimming.

From that point, it is a long beat back
to Westhaven, a distance achieved sur-
prisingly quickly — and comfortably,
cb;g:‘ ite the dtill;;uM.

roughout sailing evaluation,
Flojo impresses as a well-conceived

performance cruising yacht. On all
points of sail, she is predictable, easily




‘plane. Once this s achieved, she hap-
ily stays in gear, at one stage
E i nﬁﬂgmcamﬁa launch. _
trol is very easy, there being no

hairy moments on this blinding charge
downharbour, the yacht being entirely
predictable and light on the helm — de-
spite having wheel steering.

With Rangitoto Island zooming to-

ward us at an alarming rate, it becomes.

apparent that we have two choices —

the spinnaker down or become a i
’ﬁﬁMmdecaﬁ'hnw-

rudently vote on the former. .
i:;l:ﬂl:gg I;l-:r[st over, it is tlm
0 orms two-sai #

and qu'ci on the wind, the kevlar/mylar

shorthanded or fully-crewed sailing.
From the l)ry launch, she has
no bad camera angles, impressing all as
an efficient and attractive sailboat.
Accommodation

Back at the marina, it is time
closely inspe
commodation. Stepping below we are
taken by the huge and well set-out in-

the bow is the vacuum pump
uﬂ;ﬁmﬂmm A

toilet compartment is a -
icular pride to the owner, the

and well svited t© either . W

ct the deck and interior ac- .



Up and charging toward Rangitoto Island, Flojo remained
predictable and lght on the helm.

shower, basin and bench, complete with  the main saloon settee berths. As well
hot and cold pressurised water and even  the saloon boasts ample stowage under
a soap nw_m.cnnmnn The exit pump for the  the berths, behind backrests and
shower doubles as a scavenger beneath the side decks.
pump for the bilge. The navigation station, to starboard,
Directly opposite the toilet compart-  is one of the few we have come across
ment are a series of crew gear cut-out  that hold a full-sized chart. The naviga-
lockers and one large hanging locker. tor’s haven also accommodates an im-
The main saloon is resplendent in  pressive array of electronic equipment
green leather upholstery, a brave colour — a Navstar satnav, Furuno 55B, GPS,
selection which well, com- VHF and weatherfax. As well the Auto-
plementing the teak and bolly floor. A helm Multi sailing instrument repeater
removable table enables the vast saloon  is housed at the nav station. A re-
to become a spacious entertainment  moveable leather-bound navigator's seat
centre. makes the fore and aft chart table easy
Stainless steel water tanks holdin m to waork at.
272 litres (60 gallons) are fitted beneat Also in the entertainment depart-




