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uckland’s latest high-tech race
yacht, Hydroflow, is only racing

oday thanks to a flip of a coin.







Hydroflow leads a group of smaller yachts away
from the start during a Fridav gfternoon “rum

roce ",

While Whangaparaoa sailor Ron
Brittain wanted 1o build the Elliott racer,
his wife Sandy wanted & launch.

“When we sold our previous Elliott,
Total Recall, my wife decided she want-
ed a launch. We tossed the coin one night
- and I won!™

“She'll demand a two-headed coin
next time - she got stitched" interjects
designer Greg Elliott.

Clearly relieved that the decision went
his way, Brittain attributes the decision to
commission Hydroflow to his “need for
speed”. He rejects the notion that a fly-
bridge should be fitted as a compromise
for his wife, but admits that he referred to
Hydroflow at the launching as “Sandy's
eruising boat™,

“l think she’ll come out with me if 1
motor,” says Brittain. “Unfortunately for
Sandy, I've really got yachting in my
blood.

“My specs to Greg were to build a 50ft
(15.25m) racer. I've been offshore twice
now and absolutely love it - and want to
do more of it."

He said the project didn’t start in
camest until March this year, after the
sale of Total Recall. Before that were
many months going over concepts.

Elliott recalls that Brittain wanted a
racing yacht under 15m - the size being
imporiant o ensure the boat fitted his
Gulf Harbour marina.

“Once you get to this size in this coun-
try, you must be looking at getting line

onours quite a lot of the time - and that
was obviously a consideration,” Elliott
says.

“It’s a pretty quick boat for its length.
The boat is designed for harbour racing,
Olympic track racing, coastal racing and
the short sprint offshore races like
Auckland-Suva, Auckland-Noumea and
maybe a Hamilton Island series in
Australia.

“The boat is not rated at this stage. It
could be rated IMS, although it's not
designed for the rule.”

Elliott describes Hydroflow as being
gimilar 1o the 15.24m schooner Elliott

Marine, in which he contested both the
Melbourne-Osaka and Transpac races.
“There have been some changes to
suit the owner. We have concentrated on
geiting better windward performance,
although downwind will have suffered
slightly. Elliott Marine is quicker than
this boat reaching and running, and prob-
ably quicker from Auckland to Suva, for
example, but this boat will beat Elliott
Marine on a windward-leeward course.
“It's a sloop-rigged boat because
sloops are slightly better to windward,
Hydroflow is a fraction finer in the bow
and is & little bit heavier, due to increased

ballast.

He says that as well as the island
races, Hydroflow is ideal for races like
the two-handed round-North Island race
and other events around 2000-miles.
“Strength-wise, it was built with that in
mind."

Elliott says Hydroflow and Elliott
Marine are of similar construction,
althongh Hydroflow is more high-tech,
making use of carbon for the internal
structures.

“Hydroflow is superbly equipped.
Everything is top of the line.”

Elliott suggests that at the time




Brittain built Total Recall, he really
wanted something “a little bit more
sporty.”

“] buiit Total Recall as a cruiser/racer
and everyone expected the yacht 1o go
faster than it did - they didn't take into
consideration all the cruising gear it has
in it,” Brittain explains.

“Total Recall was a cruiser/racer
based on the same hull as Sassy, which
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There's plenty of room on the rail of the big. new Ellion,

won the Class A at the Kenwood Cup, the
IMS regatta here and a lot of other races.
Ron has taken the step toward the more
sporty level, now that he and his wife
have done all their Christmas cruises,”
says Elliot.

Elliott agrees that a lot of emphasis

racing efficiency.

“A lot of people build boats called
cruiser/racers, yel every time | see them,
they're actually racing. Ron said +we're
going to go racing, so let’s do it the best
that we can.’

“There aren’t a lot of boats being built
like this - for a number of reasons. One is
that not many have the courage to have a
go, or they've just got short arms and
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long pockets. There are still a lot of peo-
ple with plenty of money who are not
prepared to commit.”

We have two opportunities to experi-
ence the newly-launched Elliott in
action. The first is mid-week, when we
see Hvdroflow motorine impressivelv




Sheets cracked and smokin ",

sured mile at Orakei, where Tim Davies
of Kiwi Yachting will calibrate the
Brookes & Gatehouse instruments.

Unfortunately the wind decides to
depart soon after calibration is completed
mdﬂmnihmm.bmﬁ:h:dlm-
pointment, it is obvious in the dying
breeze that Hydroflow is a demon light-
airs performer,

During this “sail”, we have ample
opportunity to evaluate the yacht under
Yanmar can drive the yacht at more than

8.5 knots. His explanation for such a
large auxiliary is the long distance home
to Gulf Harbour if the wind is ahead -
and because Sandy doesn't like sailing.

“By the time you've done a 50-miler
out of Auckland, you're probably sick of
sailing and happy to motor home - unless
it’s a reach,” adds Elliott.

“If it's dead on the nose or if there's no
wind, then you just slip along at 8 knots
and charge the batteries.” i

Elliott points out that with about six
months until next winter’s offshore races,




[t’s busy in the grandstand aboard the new Ellion,

Hydroflow has plenty of time for tuning
and preparation. Although competition to
date has been confined to Auckland
Harbour “rum races”, there are ample
signs of the yacht’s lethal potential.

“During a weekend sail to tune the rig
in 18 to 20 knots, the GPS said we were
doing 17.5 knots under gennaker,"
Brittain explains.

“We finished half the léngth of the

harbour ahead in the first rum race. We
weren't back there fighting it out - you
could put it that way,” adds Elliot.
“Whether it's a rum race or a race for
P class, it was still a gun, Elliott Marine
was unbeaten when racing on the local
scene - | think that's significant. It won

company Bugatti sent me two million
lire, at that time worth about $2200, to
help with the project. When I told them
I'd sold Total Recall and was building
this boat, they promptly sent me another
two million lire,"

Noting the trend toward commercial
sponsorship of prominent race boats,
Elliott suggests that “maybe some of the
people in these waterfront glasshouses
might want to get their chequebooks out.

“Maybe we could have a boat out here
called Southpac, Novotel, MNational
Mutual or The Hyatt,” he says, reading
the names from office towers overlook-
ing the harbour. *When you go to Sydney
there are the 18-footers racing around the

_eyery race entered and still holds two  harbour with all these names on them -

carbon fibre.

“A carbon pole weighs in at 10kg,
compared with the alloy pole at 20kg.
The carbon pole costs about $8000, the
alloy around $2000. For the sake of
10kg, we decided to keep the $6000 and
put it somewhere else where it makes
more sense.”

Brittain is obviously pleased the pro-
ject did not over-run on costs, ending up
pretty much as Greg had estimated,
including sails.

*“We worked out budgets and let con-
tracts before starting - simple business
stuff - to ensure that were no unpleasant
surprises.”

At the time of our second sail aboard
Hydroflow, her wardrobe of North Sales
includes a fully-battened main, numbers
1,2 3 and 4 genoas, a storm tri, and two
gennakers. A spinnaker may be added
later, if required.

“Because of the yacht's size and
speed, she shouldn't need a spinnaker. It
cammnspmnakmpul:mﬂmgmmhrﬁ

can be squared aft,” says Chris Salthouse
of Norths.

“We aren’t match racing any other
boats. It's a straight speed machine, so
there is no real need to carry a spinnaker.
The asymmetrical sails are always going
to be faster than symmetrical sails like
the spinnaker.” Salthouse is convinced
that even without a spinnaker, Hydroflow
will be capable of sailing the same

“With the big gennaker on and pole
back it'll be just as quick as a spinnaker.
You don't see Whitbread 60s going
around the world with symmetrical
milsiﬂ

Elliott laments the TOR sail configura-
tion, which he says permeated through to
IMS, taking with it the requirement for
spinnakers. “It's ridiculous,”

He is enthusiastic, however, about the
adoption by race yachts of the “hands-
off” systems which have been for so long
only associated with cruising yachts.

“Hands off the wheel, hands off the




