YAMAHA OSAKA CUP
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Greg Elliott dropped
a vastly different
machine into the
Melbourne-Osaka race fleet.
By Bob Ross

HE MELBOURNE-OSAKA
double-handed race for the
Yamaha Osaka Cup, conduct-
ed every four years, has from
1ts inception encouraged inter-
esting yacht designs and gear-handling 1deas.
Some followers of short-handed sailing have
been critical of its class parameters as being out
of step with other short-handed events in
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Elliott Marine powering
away from the Portsea
start. Her gear is easy
to handle on long hauls
(Jun Arata/Kazi).
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Europe and the BOC Challenge around-the-
world race.

But the class limits and the racing without
handicap concept, followed since the inception
of the race in 1987 by the Nippon Ocean Racing
Club, have encouraged some comfortable and
fast moderately-sized passage makers, built and
campaigned at reasonable cost.

The fleet — 29 starters this year — 1s divid-
ed into racing and cruising divisions. Within
each division are three classes: Class A: yachts
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aspect, 1s located ahead of the foremast. BELOW: The fleet

o o s assembles in Victoria
Freeboard 1s low and the accommodation 1s Dock, Port of

minimal — so much so that the boat cannot | Melbourne. A “Seafood
qualify for an International Measurement | Harvest” at the dock on

System certificate. The boat is obviously | Ihe weekend before the

. : : : start drew big crowds. It

heeled readily to gusts with the airfoil-shaped of a number of
masts generating force enough to make it want | Japan/Australia festivi-

o 3 . : * ties associated with the
to sail free from the restraining mooring lines. Cieib R e siam

[t’s probably a good deal lighter than the (Arata/Kazi).

seven tonnes Greg Elliott will admit to. The hull
1s just a shade under 16m overall, 1s 4.5m wide
and draws 4m.

Elhott explains the concept: “I have designed
quite a few boats and a lot of other designers
around the world have all started off with this
theme where you put a whole lot of sail on and
oppose the sail area with more ballast or water
ballast or something like that.

“I thought I would do it a bit more efficiently
and try and reduce the drag instead of increas-
ing the power. The whole boat 1s a drag-reduc-
tion exercise in relation to a monohull.

“It’s not a very wide boat; medium beam but
certainly narrow on the waterline. Overall beam
1s down as well so it doesn’t generate any mas-
sive reserve buoyancy when you’'re pushing 1t.

“The underwater appendages are kept to what’s
required. There’s no excess area there. We're not
carrying any luggage. We have a retractable for-
ward fin to give us a slightlty better windward per-
formance. When it’s retracted, it obviously
reduces the drag. It’s there to make sure the rig is
balanced against the underwater appendages. If
it’s up, the boat has virtually no helm so it can
reach and run with no signs of weather helm for
long periods of time. But it’s essential to have it
down when you are hard on the wind.”

The hull 1s constructed of a carbon/Kevlar
outside skin and Kevlar/E glass internal skin
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