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The Elliott 7.4, now in full produc-
tion, is a family trailer yacht intended,
above all, to provide safe and casy
sailing for both inexperienced and hot
shot seafarers.

With healthy gnir:ism we listened as
designer Gre liott would have us
believe the 7.4 to be as solid and
reliable as the family Labrador (hope-
fully with a bit more oomph) and
entrusted lnm with the standard re-
sponse: “Yeah, yeah, yeah."

“Try for yourselves, you mongrels,”
intoned our equally-articulate de-
signer.

Taking Elliott up on his offer, we
head for Auckland’s Westhaven Mari-
na, all the canine references already
creating some unflattering images of
N et o pathise with

tis t not to sym wit
designers who have produced one or
two line honours machines. They fre-
guently face the marketing hurdle of
convincing average buyers their yachts

can and still be “user-

wai us in aunching ramp
car m“’!g Eclipse, the 7.4 we hope
will not keep us in the dark for too
long on the abilities of the new Elliot
trailer yacht.

As the 7.4 is simply despatched into [S5%
the Waitemata we watch with dismay s
as our grey, overcast test day commits o=

the cardinal indiscretion of dispensing

with what little wind had been present. |

A dismayed Elliott is consoled with
the suggestion that this be a gractim
mnfurahterﬁin‘l‘r:almn u:iThls
conti is later un

— F:; welcome mw of the
breeze.

Spinnaker handling was a
brecze — even gybing
handed in 18 knots of wind.

The stern-mounted Tohatsu Bhp
outhboard is fired into action and we
head from the shelter of the boat
harbour to the equally-calm harbour.
As Eclipse's Suntek has not yet
been connected all our boat speeds for
the day are based on TG (team guess).
Under TG we clock an easy 5 knots
without the Tohatsu raising a sweat.

The motor installation is very neat
with the separate tank residing in a bin
beneath the cockpit floor. Tgis setup
worked beautifully — except for the
fuel hose which, instead of making its
way to the engine beneath the cockpit,
emerged to run aft along the pit
floor. When trodden on by a large
seaboot the hose, as we discovered,
refuses the motor's demand for fuel.

Accommodation

With the wind AWOL, we leave
Eclipse to describe random 360-degree
turns under sail while we concentrate
on exploring the 7.4's accommodation,

The in r is larger than expected
— even with the luxury of full head-
room from companionway to focsle.

Being a production yacht available
at almost any stage of construction,
the 7.4 has a range of interior options,
Eclipse’s layout features a double
cabin for'ard of the mast bulkhead
with a long ﬁ:ﬁh-pi&m moulding each
side running aft to the quarter berths.

The for'ard cabin has for a

risingly generous double berth,
Light and ventilation are supplied by
the pe Weaver hatch on the
sloping for'ard end of the cabin-top,
Frontrunner synthetic carpet lines
hull while a patterned finish has been
d to the glass in the cabin-top.
pse has been fitted with a che-
mical toilet bencath the for'ard berth
the mould allows for a flush

hﬁi desired. Privacy for'ard is

awomflj..-:l-!ed I}y a folding door at thi..:

bull bottom in the saloon. As there is
no bilge, any water spilt or splashed
below sits in this carpet.

The one-piece moulding to star-
board is essentially one long bunk,
incorporating saloon settee berth and
quarter berth. All bunktops have cut-

ouls for stowage while the backresis| |

pull away from their velcro attach-
ments to reveal further stowage space.
Smaller items needed more frequently
can be kept in the small shelves fitted
above the settee berths.

While Eclipse is without one, a
drop-leaf saloon table is an option
which can be extracted from beneath
the companionway stairs as required.

All interior timber trim aboard
Eclipse is kauri, the light hue of the
wood taking much of the sting out of
an otherwise largely-plastic environ-
m\%thﬂ Eclipse has sleepi f

e Ecli ng room for
five, fewer th!;&:that nrmmhefwmﬂd be
ideal for comfortable cruising. The
accommodation has been well bmnt
out, ace in icular g
mmcﬂanm:blmdnnﬂz than E:rtmuld have

on a yacht this size.

onstruction 15 of GRP, coremat in||
the hull laminate and foam/coremat inj

the deck.
Sailing

The manhandling by two tugs of an

apparently-dead ip down Auck

E

|

land Harbour toward the Devon
base proves to be the omen we desire

quickly climbs to 10 knots, then 15 an
eventually settles between 15 and 18

Sailing up under the Auckland Har{

bour Bndge toward Kauri Point
Eclipse is pointing very well and track
ing easily. A moderate weather he
produces some helm weight, but cer
tainly not enough to worry even th



In the “Factor 360" test, a meaning-
less diversion from serious boat testin
where the vacht is circled from hard-
on to hard-on without easing sheets,
Eclipse sets a new time record of 19.4
seconds.

The prime impression is that of the
7.4's stability. Even with 1wo
heavyweights lounging to leeward,
Eclipse is unfazed. In fact the only

we encounter on the upwind
section of the test is a slipping jib
halyard which is eventually tied off at
the jammer.

e mainsheet mlcm is nicely posi-
tioned to allow helmsperson o
look after the main while the yacht is
being sailed short-handed. However
the jib camcleat seems oddly posi-
tioned — the sheet having to run over
the top of mast control lines on its way
to the cameleat on the sloping aft end
of the cabin.

Keen to get the little Elliott truck-
ing, we ease off to evaluate her two-
sail mcl1in¥. As with most other
lightweight fractional yachts she in-
stantly transmits extra weight to the
helm. Compensating for this is the
more comfortable ride and increase of
speed — with bursts to more than 7
knots.

Bearing away for the run back down

to the harbour bridge and Westhaven,
the test squad quickly have the kite set
and the hittle

liott trunkinlg‘.: )
With only three on deck, Eclipse is
spinnaker gybed without drama and
continues her downharbour burst —
whitewater bursting from the rudder
Ity . h ety osibi e
s npw heavy on . y

10 loading of the rudder gudgeons as a

result of definite twist being forced
nto the rubber blade.

Our test crew feel a rudder blade
‘rame stronger than the alloy one
itted would be needed to resist the
wist developing in the blade when the
acht hits speed. 2

Elliott challenges the crew to force
he 7.4 back toward the breeze under
pinnaker — a manoeuvre which will
urther test the rudder, the ex-
serimental fibreglass mast being used
— and the yacht’s stability,

Eclipse tracks up, her angle of heel
steadily increasing, with no apparent
intention of rounding ‘:r Only when
driven up into the wind heavily does
the yacht finally oblige. But it's a
friendly affair and, after helm adjust-
ment, we are once more flat running
for home.

Although initially disconcerting, the
great gurgling and a‘churning emanat-
ing from the centrecase is quickl
forgotten in the exhilaration of a qu
kite ride.

The Dave Marks-developed fibreg-
lass mast performs faultlessly through-
out the test, Although not offered as
an option with the 7.4, Elliott says it is
being tested with the main intention of
fitting glass masts to larger yachts.

Elliott sees the main advantages of
the masts being the extra stiffness and
weight reduction over aluminium ex-
trusions available.

“As yet the main advantage is with

yachts as there is no real gain on
small boats unless exotics are used."”

1o the glass in the cabin-top.
qphmhcmﬁucdwitham
mical toilet beneath the for'ard berth

the mould allows for a flush

.l desired. Privacy for'ard is

acmmgl,ished by a folding door at the

mast bulkhead. Attractive patterned

squabs, largely blue and red, are fea-
| tured throughout the yacht.

The case for the drop keel divides
the saloon, with the galley to port. The
one-piece moulding to port includes a
hanging locker aft of the mast, the
bench, sink, self-draining stowage bin
(possible ice box), small utensil draw-
er, space for yet-unfitted two-burner/
griller stove, plate and cup locker — as
well as settee¢ berth running into the
port .quarter.

A grey synthetic carpet covers the

Sailing up under the Auckland Har-
bour Brdge toward Kauri Point,
Eclipse is pointing very well and track-
ing easily. A moderate weather helm
produces some helm weight, but cer-
tainly not e to worry even the
young or slight z—’hml.'t -

Speed, again by TG, is around 5.5
knots until we are slowed a little by a
characteristicall sleeE]; tidal chop.
Through the sivﬁp. lipse is well-
balanced and remarkably dry — her
full hull form and stability making it
quite a task to wet the side decks.

We are i ed by the 7.4’ silent
progress through the seas. The round-
ed topside shape all but eliminates
slamming off the waves we encounter.
't[;:cmking 15 a simple and nimble opera-

-~

onto the plane.

" A combination of wind and sea — and Eclipse was quickly



