ELLIOTT SEVEN

FAST FUN

The Elliott Seven is proving a popular craft for performance minded sailors
wanting a fast club racer with the convenience and low maintenance of a trailerable.
Story and photos by Andrew Mitchell.

he term ‘trailer sailer’ is
waning in its relevance
as 4 description of mod
ern day trailerable yachts
The 'trailer sailer’ boom dur-
ing the seventies saw various
designs hit the water in
large numbers. Several of
these designs were compro-
mise efforts to maximise
interior space and ease of
towing.
In recent years new trailer-
able designs have placed less
emphasis on accommoda-

tions and more emphasis on
performance, often displaying superior
performance to keelboals several feel
longer.

Greg Elliott, who dramatically
changed the direction of trailer yachts
when he released the Elliott 5.9,
(tagged at the time by some as “a
dinghy with a cabin on it"), believes
that for most people a boat of trailera-
ble size is too small for much more
than racing, daysailing and the occa-
sional weekend cruise. As interior
requirements for this sort of activity
are minimal, more attention can be
turncd to maximising sailing perfor-
mance

The market responded well to
Elliott's move towards what he has
labelled “the trailerable sports yacht".
The 5.9 has become well established
as a one-design class since it appeared
on the scene in 1983; and more recent-
ly the Elliott Seven has been launched
in steady numbers in the face of a
recessionary new-boat market,

These cost-effective, low-wooded
and well-ballasted boats incorporate
the latest thinking in efficient and sta-

ble hull shapes. With larger, more
open cockpits, they are both fast and
casy to sail.

While the 5.9 and 6.5 were designed
to fit under New Zealand Trailer
Yacht Association class limitations at
that time, Elliott designed the Seven
following a request from business
associates in Japan. "There were no
trailer boats at all in Japan at that time
so it was thought to be quite a novel
boat when it was released," says
Elliott.

The prototype was displayed at the
Tokyo Boat show and was voted sec-
ond best boat behind the Farr MRX,
another New Zealand product. Four
orders were received immediately
prompting Elliott Marine to produce
moulds and begin production. To date,
34 Elliott Sevens have been huilt at the
company's North Shore premises, 18
of which were sold into Japan. Fifteen
more have been built in Australia
under licence.

The yacht has enjoyed several victo-
ries in open keelboat fleets under
Japan's unique cruiser rating system

and even prompted authori-
ties to add a high speed-cor-
rection factor to the system
to counter the Elliott Sevens’
domination.

The design has also raced
with success in  New
Zealand, winning line hon-
ours at the 1992 National
Trailer Yacht Championship.
However, the performance
capabilities of modern trailer
yachts has seen emphasis
shift from participation in
trailer yacht evenls to more
involvement in open keel-
boat fleets.

Elliott says most owners are perfor-
mance oriented people keen on com-
peting in their local club events and
Wednesday Night races plus the occa-
sional cruise.

The Elliott Seven differs consider-
ably from its smaller predecessors.
The 5.9 may have been labelled a "big
dinghy," but "small keelboat on a trail-
er" would be a more apt description of
the Seven. The extra length has
allowed the lines to be more fair and
therefore faster. More fullness forward
and a firm bilge aft suggest the boat is
intended to excel at reaching and run-
ning, although Elliott says the boat has
proved devastatingly quick upwind in
light airs also.

Trailering factors were carefully con-
sidered when the boat was designed.
With a total weight under 1000kgs, a
simple trailer (without brakes) can be
used and the unit can be towed easily
by a medium-size vehicle.

Our test sail was lots of fun - which is
what these boats are all about. The
Elliott Seven is surprisingly quick to
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plane and surf under spinnaker, only
needing a 12-15 knot puff to strut her
stuff, while the helm remained light and
responsive throughout the excitement.
Upwind, the hull sliced through the
bouncy Waitemata chop well enough
after experimenting with sail trim and
organizing crew weight on the rail. The
optimum crew number for racing is
four for weight reasons, although the
cackpit layout has been designed so that
all functions can be carried out casily
with two or three people.

The cockpit is busy, as can be expect-
ed on a 7m boat with near as many
controls as a 12m boat - but very work-
able. All deck gear is Ronstan with
Lewmar winches. There are two sell-
tailers on the cabin roof for halyards,
headsail sheels and lifting the centre-
board, with two smaller winches in the
cockpit for spinnaker sheets. The
helmsman can sit aft or forward of the
traveller with the tiller fullv extended
so all controls are within his or her
reach. The 6:1 mainsheet has a fine
tuner which makes accurate trimming
easy even in a stiff breeze. There are no
coamings, no bridge deck, and the tran-
som is completely open - a simple, no-

fuss layout that allows three crew plus
a for'ard hand enough room to go about
their business without falling over each
other - not always easy to achieve in a
lively boat this size,

Spinnaker work is easy. The pole is
stored on the boom and is simply

pulled forward and clipped on to the
sail with the for‘ard hand directing
proceedings from the safety of the for-
ward hatch.

The outboard (8hp Yamaha on the
lest boat) is attached to a bracket on
the transom to starboard of the rudder.

lively performer under spinnaker even in moderate breezes.
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This whole unit pivots inboard once
the sails are set so that the outboard
lies along the cockpil floor. As there
are no runners required on the Elliott 7
and therefore no reason for anyone to
be in this area, this system appears to
be little hindrance, although some sort
of pad on the floor might be useful to
protect the gel coat.

Hull construction is E-glass over a
’ am core laid up in a female
The deck and cabin utilise
t instead of the PVC foam to




