TEST: ELLIOTT7& 7.8

Kiwi Greg Elliott's
designs are easy

to handle, easy on

the eye, as evidenced
by his new-generation
T5s. Mark Rothfield
looks at the Tm,

then James Hill

reviews the 7.8.

22 Trailer Sailer

B() Aql]WIN 1 the considerable
LA design talents of
Beale, Davidson, Elliott, Farr, Farrier,
Ross and Young, New Zealand has long
been a hothed of development for
performance trailer yachting., The
sailing environment there is akin to a
vast think-tank and, of course, none of
them lacks that forthright Kiwi
canfidence, so
collectively they've
pushed each other to the
fare.

One of the mast
prolific in this
prestigious bunch is
Greg Elliott, whose 7
ane 7.8m trailables are
the subjects of this
report. His designs
stretcht in narrow
increments from tiny TSs
to Sydney-Hobart
frontrunners such as
Kodak Express, and
withoul exception they're exciting to
sail, 1o look at, and to own. Elliott is not
one to tinker with handicap rules.

His hulls share a common design
theme of plumb bow, sharp entry, wide
beam, powerful turn of bilge, flat run
aft, balanced buoyancy distribution and
deep bulb keel, manifesting into giant-
killing performance on the race track.
Atop these “overgrown dinghies” are

“The bows of both
boals leaplt clear
over each oncoming
swell, before easing
down into the
trough to tackle the
next one”

some of the most eye-watering cahin
profiles imaginable, blended with
racing-inspired cockpits, shallow and
open at the transom. The impression is
slick, ultra-modern.

Naot that Elliott has a monopoly in this
department. The designs of |im Young
and Murray Ross in particular employ
similar concepts and a battle royale has
developed in the mid-
sized yvachting classes.
As an indication of the
rivalry, Ross has called
his latest boat Pretty Boy
Flovd ... the gangster
who shot Elliot Ness!

In the trailer sailer
field, all three offer slick
7.Bm linehanours
contenders, along with
Beale and Davidson.
The later designs of
Young and Elliott are
currently slugging it out
tor supremacy, with a
hair's breadth between them, but any
can win on their day. Add the
Australian-designed Spider 28 and a
stretched MASRM, and you get a
veritable inferno of competition here.

Elliatt’s TS range comprises the 5.9, 7,
7.4 and 7.8, with something for every
budget. However due to some
politicking in Mew Zealand he's
apparently only putting his name to the






7 and 7.8. The Elliott 7 was created
primarily for the lucrative Japanese
market, debuting at the Tokyo Boat
Show. Cleanest and sleekest of all his
designs, it Immediately caught the eve
of the Nippon sailors — five were
bought straight off the floor,

The arder was matched in New
Zealand and news soon spread across
the Tasman, four being commissioned
by NSW sailors, Now, Modern Concept
Yachts in Sydney are fully
manufacturing the E7, along with the
7.8.

Driving farce hehind the boat locally
is Kerli Corlett, owner of The Sailing
Scene at Mona Vale, who bought one of
the initial batch himself to sail in TS
events and twilight races on Pittwater;
he's also the sole agent. Kerli's crew
comprises his wife and two children so
he has fitted the boat to be as simple,
functional and bullet-proof as possible,

Rigging was done by Steve Kiely,
based on a spun-tapered Goldspar mast
supported by a set of wide, aft-swept
Peelgrane spreaders, It's fractional, with
sidestays and lowers; no backstay or
runners. Tension comes simply from
cranking the forestay down with the
trailer winch, bend being controlled by
the lowers.

The deck-stepped mast base
incorporates a fixed pin for ease of
raising, and also houses the exit blocks
for the halyards and spinnaker topping
lift, These run back along the
coachhouse to a pair of small Barient
winches, which are also the primaries
for headsail and spinnaker sheeting.

Fittings and sails are left to the

owner’s discretion, the class’ one-
design aspect only covering the hull,
mast and foils. Kerli has opted for
Ronstan gear in his fitout, including the
stylish new cam cleats and low-profile,
recirculating-hall mainsheet traveller
His previous catamaran sailing
experience is born out In his choice of
mainsheet system, very Hobie 16, and
sails, from former Tornado champion
Chris Cairns.

Construction is Termanto foam
sandwich with biaxial glass, a mid-tech
laminate that's light (all-up
displacement is 600kg) yet sufficiently
strong to be low-maintenance. The keel
which has 250kg of lead in a bulb,
drops to a depth of 1.6m via a self-
contained pulley system, the contral
line running through a clutch jammer
and finally on to the hard-working
halyard/primary winch. Making light

work of the lifting process, it's an
excellent piece of engineering, Litto the
dagger rudder which plunges into a
handcrafied stainless steel case.

The only drawback of the vertical
keel case is that it punctuates the cahin,
blocking the vision of people sitting
down below; still, there's adequate
headroom and an attractive headliner
finish to make it a comfortable place to
relax after a race. Bunk cushions run
irom the forepeak to beneath the
cockpit, accommaodating tour adults,
There’s good-sized storage bins in the
bunks, plus a 2.5m tunnel extending
below the cockpit, swallowing longer
iterns, extra sails, and a decent-sized
icebox. A portable stove and toilet
could be added and a makeshift table
erected around the centrecase or in the
cockpit, but with its low freeboard hull
and supersleek cabin this boat is an



