Lake lore

Trailable yachts take on Canberra’s challenging conditions.
By Vanessa Dudley, words and pictures.

ONTT GO RACING on Canberni’s
D[.atl-w Burkey Grffin ir vou're o

preparcd to ook like anidior at
least onee every Gce, There's overy
Chance you might also ook like a legend.
It can change by the momen

The ke is guite somll s surosded
by hills which profsundly affecr the wind
strength and direction. Althoagh the Jocils
will 1ell yow abour the great steady brecze
ey had all day vesterday, or all Tast week,
orall st monrh, be preparcd for it o
e extremely shifte; inexplicably wo for
anyvone wsed to sailing o steady
seabnceics.

Dion't e surprised (oosee anoiher boat
ony the apposite tick holding almost el
same heading as you towands the wind-
wird mark. Or wo find e when vou get
o that spot where you could sec breeae
ol Ahe wiler, there's nothing, wihille those
guyswho went over to-the swindless side
meww hve gookl pressure and are leaving
ving in their wake

When vou're reidy to put & poor resule
dowm o bad Tuck and the chaotically
rarcbomm pature of the conditions, that's
when vou can'l help but notice thal te
sime boas keep coming-home an the
front of the flect, Is there more o this
lake sailimg thain just good luck and Bd
Jucte® Well, that's the challenge ofsailboat

Division 3 siart,

mcing i Canberrni

The NEC City of Canlsermi Regaity for
trilable vachis in December was
cvidence of a new wave of cnthustsm for
safling at the Canberm Yacht Chub.
Oecupying 4 prime position on the cdge
of Lot By, ¥arralumla ot far from
Parliiment House, the CYC leis a Birge
cliabhouse, grassy rigging ares and fots of
boat stomage space. Uver the vears |1 has
Been o stronphold for classes like the 5035,
Lightweight Shampie and Fhying 15 and has
hostedl mor events i luding the Arst
maticml Youthsils back in the 1970,

Duiring the 195 e Canbermi
Southern Cross Clob took overthe
running of the club as a social venue,
providing grants for the sailing
onsinisatkon This i allowed the CYC o
flonrish as a sailing school as well asa
racing orginisation.

Marg Ovwen ome of the lake’s best
sallors amd mupnper of the CYC for the
past five yeurs, savs~We pul 500 pooplc
thirough Yachting Australby courses (n
vear we have 23 casual coployees and
goeod retention mtes rom people going
through the epurses, Our flect size has
lemaisr clisubrlesd inehee prast vear: wie had
03 baxits mcing st weekend,”

The club had Lasers and Fhving 155, plus
trailer saflers of overy denonsimtion with

heatihy one design growth in three cliss-
eun the Blo4 7. Casthe 65340 and Gem 550,

The Eltior 75 have become the flag:
ship fleer ar the CYC, with 1O ogets pae-
ing regularty and severl people alking
aboul huving boars now that a new
builder, Cameron Pryce-in Gladstone
(), hees acguiredd the Class moabds,

The E7 class issacinion convenor Nefl
Primrose, 3 CYC member, says: There are
i3 Tlict 7s inAustralin, Modern Concepis
started Buikding them i the sy 1990
Juhn Deanvin Rathmines (NSW) pook over
the merlols up ol alyout 1995, when he
stoppod bullding then, Alsout thist time
g snarmed che ol assoctation, with e
stratepy 1o pet boats on the water rather
tham supporming the bolkder, which had
been the previous focus.

*Mow Cameron Pryvee has booght the
mowddds from John Dean amd has been
consaltng closchy with designeT Greg
ket i New Zeakand witly thie abm of
hecomimg a Hicensed class bailden

“We're hoping thal Camenod will b
licenscd guite quickiv and the class wiil
Continue o grow, [y mportant tht
older boars remmin their walee, and
Cameron recognlses thae”

Matt Chaveny, whvo noow races an Ellioet 7
in partnership with Greg Breen. aller
siailing it for two vears with previons
et Dhon Wailter, sivs:™ They're perfect
Inwils for Canberra, Above seven knots of
hreere you'e starting (o casc things off,

“They're predty simple Boats, theee's no
reak wick w thiem and theyre non really
twieaky 1 sot up, They e pretty even in
speed s the sailing side s e all

“They're only-ahout S30,000 56 guvs
canm et inlo thesm. They re Baht 1o oW
we-all travel (o do the regaiins”

Metl Priorose adds"1ts niot an exireme
sprorts Boat. And hoviog five in the Crew s
a oot 1L PUTS ooear coiprliasts on ream
swvork, Anl ilie hoat is very suitable for
women fo sail”

The ten Eltiow 7s-racing i the NEC
Regarma included two in the hands of
relatively new owners. Peter Buoer hos
owned Ecafiade for 12 months sfter
remrndng o the sport e enjoyed as a
vonngsrer sailing Vis on Lake Macouaric,
Brter s carecr in e restanreant ancd hooel
industry tonk him meeay from the waker
for many years, but Bely e hiss been
ables e return Lo sahing with a passion.

Angus Retel. the skipper ol Awother
Fiasen Too, s been siiling for only two
years, hinving boen o highly compe e
rower. He was introduced oo the sport-hy



Fan Bulf, & lomp-time Cahberm resident
whio a8 crew with Bin Brown won the
470 brongee meddal in the 1976 Gy
feitt A Kingston " Ruffic” was looking
for 2 crew for his Fiving, Dorchman and
siitroduced the 60 7 Refd oo the sport.
Within five months Berd savs he found
Birrelf is 2 geinder on Jolin Kahibeteer's
Bunnblobee Voat the 2005 165 worlds @
Capri. laly. He has embraced the spost
and pasicularly the Ellionr 7 cliss; " We
have greal rcing Daioe & week et o
the lake and there ) e vwo or thoes
more baats In the (feet whthidn the next
VEIE

Looking for wind

Fisiie Beaks svere scheduled o the NIEC
ity of Canbrernt Regana, three o the
Saturcay including tao windward/lee-
ward moes and @ twilight mce aroand i
triangukir course, and o longer " passage
race” taking in the western omd of the

Deminant Difett T kodps poce
up inthe ik mneE.

fake on the sumdiy. Hest two was
abandonad when the breeze wronld not
seitle enougl to allos a start,

The fleer was davided into three
divisions, racing under the Traflalde Yachi
Association of NeW & ACT Class Hasic
Flamelicaps (v 1 for Doas with CHRH of
000 amd abeove; Dhiv 2 CHH 00 TR 1o
0,700 Briv 5 CBH 00699 and below ). Twa
of the races connted towards the TYA of
NEW & ACT s annud Travellers scrics

Ohtiade e, the lesding local Elliog 7
shippecred by Mart Owen and crewed by
Greg Breeno Andrewy Recd, Olle Merz and
lan Darvidson. manapeed o win CVETY Fce
of Diwision 1, in spite ol having substan-
izl bemds swlipiled Dack wa bevae lenah
or revoy o Lhe kst begoof each mce,

The Arse e provided d clissle
exnmiple of those challenging Canborra
cornditions: wWhen Chen and 1as team lad
to st in oo breese hal fvay down the final
leg, watching the (Teel Pe=ar cloaer i
them with pressuce under spinneikers
Craven protected the right-hand side,
thinking the new brecze woukd come
from there and cventually it did, allowing
ey Seixe o regadiy the upper hand and
tike the g b juist micires from another
Canberra E7, Caspaer,

The oy other boar to bead Chede Sriy
home wias the Thompson 7 Amger
Werrnapement feoam Sydney, wiich book
the gun in the Satonday twilight race,
although the handicap vicrary. went o
thies Ellione 7,

Crwen sars Uve always boen @ Canberra
person But stiicd siling Optinests in the
Philippanes. my father was a diplomat so
we moved around a 1oL Ths suling camcer
has inchuded BRI <l racing, Initally with
Fellow Cimborm siilor Amdie Webstos
(racing in the MNEC Regaim on the Elbott 7
HMupapry Hipine Sy, dnd later with Chois
Michodson, as well 25 2 490 campaign










