


~ Being aimed at the family market, E
“Nine has no complicated rig and can
constructed without an exotic price
tag. She does. however. huve a gene-
rous interior like the more race-
orientated Peacemaker.

E Nine certainly looks fast. and
there is no reason to suspect she will
not perform well around the race
track, But the Elliott design office is at

ains to impress upon us the user-
ricndly characteristics of this new
yacht,

Elliotts, Ihr__g_ugl_: their MEME |

The Yunmar 20GM  (18hp) really
cranks the yacht along and with the un-
calibrated Silva log only showing 4.6
knots we are convineed it is seriously
under-reading the vacht’s  progress.
The engine noise is minimal despite
the absence of insulation in the engine
uy beneath the companionway.
~ With still higher wind speeds predie-
ted, the main i hoisted with one reel

a5 we leave Westhuven. The reel

ummemry—hut all the same

no.
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is complaining about the yacht's
FIERTP P reach back '

the new Elliott 9's pedigree — our real
specd helng--mcpﬂ(::n 7 knots under
reefed main alone. : '
We're all looking foward 1o the next
manoeuvre — setting the PHRF spinn-
aker und blasting off downharbour be-
fore the southwesterly. Popping the
chute is mnn-'ch'lgmgl'y mﬁﬂnﬁEE Nine
st away mm ore the stren-
glﬁing hlegm :
So enjoyable is the ride — 1o more

than 10 knots in the squirts — thaut
we're quickl muore
K . :.- ’ Anv










ﬁ;l:lz simple we bounce E Nine from
tack to tack more often than is neces-

sary on the beat home. The only mis-
git?n we have is that mm
scribbling notes in the aft quarter
the vacht is tacked vou tend to be
lashed in place as the traveller zooms
down the stern mainsail track on top of
you. This feature will certainly discour-
ape crew lazing off down aft.

Packing up and stowing sails is a
| breeze on a vacht of this size, so it is not
long before we're motoring back to the
maring. :

T

As we leap beimhw Ei:dl:;nf: fc;r Ill;a in-
terior inspection, bui i rt-
ridge jokes that it’s a bit like h-cging in-
side a fridge. Sure. the all-lacquered
white intenior does lend a whiteware
flavour to the vacht — but for those




E Nine’s chart table with
large quarterberth in the back-

who want a clean, light an airy ac-
commodation this is the way to go.
E Nine is certainly not so white as to
be sterile. This yacht, while simply
ted, is not spartan.
eadroom is excellent, courtesy of
the high rounded cabin. The forepeak
area 15 surprisingly large for a 9m
yacht, there being more than enough
for a huge selection of sails. A

Lewmar hatch access for
sails 1o the foredeck as well as ventila-
tion.

A simple head nrran nt h
tioned to port for'ard o

head. This includesa B dnn tm-
bkt .W"

heneaﬂ; the seum and num-. behind
ckrests as these fit

: - wstprhuurﬂuﬂ& digital voltmeter.
i Mﬂnﬂ?'ﬁmwm The small gn]h w te includes a
: rsummer v
: "'ntsu.i ﬂrbemﬁth - Mariner gmwﬁhnﬂdﬂ-
. ii:ﬁaﬂ: * trical switch for the stowed in
neat arr: idunnwupurt- nrearwckp“ilnt‘lm' A small -
able 12‘.-!’ gr,- m sllde in and out as  recessed into a tiny bench ;
the oven while two small rounded
taln:nmcn! panel by Harrison

Pﬂmﬁnhﬁttednhmethnchanhb]c
with a small st

‘As well as containing the impressive

direaly Vv

tray above this,

Alpine stereo system and Sea Ran
the electrical _panel incl
neat back-lit circuit information Ind

drawers accommodate the yn:h;‘s cut-
lery and other ga wcﬁnipumy uf:hr
stowage is provided in the form of two
Incﬁcﬁ hmth the stove and a per-

i—frunted locker under the side
ee

The yacht's auxillary, an 18hp
Yanmar GM20, is fitted beneath ﬂ'u:
cockpit in an extremely neat installs-
tion. The positioning of batteries and
wiring has obviously been curried out
with much experience. Dm&m this,
access is lousy — no way would we like
to be carrying out any major servicin
in here. An Siklitre stainless stee
diesel tank is fitted bencath the cockpit
with directly overhead filling through
the cockpit floor.

E Nine's quarterberths are  de-

ﬂ._







fimtely of proportions we'd expect
aboard a larger yacht. A comfortable
double each side can be enjoyed
without any structural interference
due to the clean interior produced by
srr{E—pLankmg.

ith the interior well noted and

hotographed., we head topsides for a
ook around E Nine's decks. A small,
shallow anchor locker adorns the fore-
deck with adequate room for cruising
ground tackle.

To overcome the problem of heavy
anchor gear attacking the vacht's
plunib bow. E Nine has a removeable
“anchor fairlead extension. This stain-
less steel fitting allows the anchor to
swing well clear of the topsides.

The headsail foil is a Tuffluff, being
supported by Riggana rod rigging an
rigging screws. [he twin well-swept
spreader rig is by Mast and Spar. the
spinnaker pole being stowed, dinghy-
stvle, on the boom.

Headsail tracks are attached to the
side decks and cabin side, all deck
blocks being Ronstan. All mast con-
trols make their way aft to RC Marine
rope clutches and Lewmar 30 self-
tailers at the aft end of the cabintop.

The rounded cabintop is a bit of a
trick to wander along but the Epiglass
non-skid system appears to wur{l well.
The non-skid may have to work over-
time with a little water on deck as the
cabintop shape does produce prety
steep angles at some points of heel,

E Nine's cockpit works well both
whilst sailing and at rest. To allow a
" free walkway right through from the

The cockpit worked well, the stern-mounted mainsail track
allowing for easy walk-through access from boarding platform
[0 Companonway.

boarding platform 1o the companion-
widy. Elliott has prescribed a stern
mainsheet track in favour of a re-
moveable track “bridpe™ over the
cockpit. ;

Mainsheet tensioning is through a
cockpit floor-mounted block  while
traveller control lines lead for'ard onto
jamcleats — which allows both to be
operated by the helmsman when sail-
g short-handed. With no backstay,
the cockpit work is kept pretty simple

Lewmar 30 self-tailers sit each side
on the muk?‘il coamings to handle the
spinnaker, the cabintop winches being
used for the headsails,

The sailing instruments and compass
are all by Silva — and all are easily vis-
ible from the helm position on all
points of sail.

Mounted to port on the cabin is a
Silva 3200 depth readout while 1o star-
board is the Sibva 4000 windgear and

Silva 2200 log. A Silva compass resides
each side.

The Yanmar engine controls are
built into the port cockpit wall behind a

srspex cover while the throttle/gear
ever 15 to starboard — all easily ac-
cessed from the helm position.

E Nine is fitted with a lacquered
white tiller which, although fitted with
an extension, was a little shorter than
we'd have preferred.

A filler cap in the cockpit loor allows
safe and easy filling of the diesel tank
below. A manual f‘.rilgf: pump is built
into the cockpit wall, well positioned
for easy use in an emergency.

A good-sized gear locker is built into
each side of the cockpit at the transom
— ideal for gas bottles and heaps of
cruising pear.

One disappointing feature of the
cockpit is for'ard visiFiIiiy. A combina-
tion of reverse sheer. high cabin and
low cockpit scating means only the
super lofty can see the bow whilst sea-
ted at the tiller.

Summary

While we may have initially been
somewhat sceptical when informed
that this new Elliott 1s aimed more at
family sailing than red hot racing, we
came away from the boat test convin-
ced that the design has all the attrib-
utes for fun summer cruising.

E Nine, with her moderate rig, no
backstays and well-balanced huf-m is
extraordinarily simple to handle.
There is no reason why the Elliott 9m
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unscheduled skate down to the side decks. j 3

cannot be sailed efficiently even short-
‘handed.

While conceding that the new Elliott
is an admirable family cruiser. there is
no disguising the fact thut the yacht has
a dlstinr.t performance favour.
%wr test we drove the yacht
harder than would be the case on a
summer cruise yet E Nine always re-
mained well behaved. The
fully answered even the slightest helm
adjustment willm-ul ever l.hrtnlenmg a
munr.lup vious! ioned, E Ni
y mentio ne
:Itm Eﬁmm! upwind and was i de-
light to tack with the tiny headsail we
-used on test day.
Below decks, the E Nineiis well end-
L owed with mommodaunn but,

sur;l'isingl}'. there appe 10 be o

~shortage of stowage s fnr all the
sSummer cruising parmmma. The

cedar core construction: gives o nice
[ clean interior which allows maximum
use of spuce in such arcas as the quart-

‘erberths and saloon settees. .

: te her very recent launching.
IlmElmu‘Jsdmklnyuma mﬂlm
- be almost through its teet

I&emnnd worked well ciurmg our ﬁﬁ'.’."

“when tied

vircht faith- '_a#.nf:wml

at sea. The cockpit coamings r-
ticularly comfortuble when sun.;:ed

out,
0 mnpr u';‘mdns
o Iwtmiful, cabint

While this ﬂnei‘grhscm a reasona
horizontal surface to walk on whlle
heeled. it is not a comfortable surface
up or at anchor. We'd envis-
ily skates down the
cabinsides until this is mastered. The |
nhinmp built high 0 allow full head-

room below decks. also blocks good

“visibility top the bow when seated ut

the tiller.
Sure. the Elliot Y's appearance will
not suit the traditionalists. The reverse
shmrnndpiumhhnwnmynmmve the
vacht a pretty appearance from some
angles Tmhm few will deny she looks
ur doubts about the suitability of

the Elliott 9 as i family yacht did a full |
180 degrees during our time abourd
this delightful little vacht. We would
Bﬂhl}r cruise E Nine over the prom-
hot summer months ahead — but
then again owners Merv and Raewyn

Neil will probably argue the}F have a
prior claim. _




