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The world’s fastest monohull

THE WORLD’'S LARGEST RACING YACHT HAS PROVEN SHE IS THE WORLD'S
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fastest monohull, and she has strong Kiwi connections.

|Jt-_ﬁignr:r Lireg Elliott represented one-
third af the principal design ream; Chiris
Mitchell did the rig iiﬂiLi,\'}iS'. Southern
Spiu's built the masts and MNorth Sails
Mevw Fealand built the sails,

The sleck, 42.6m (140f1) schooner,
Mand Cha 1V legged it west mo east, 2925
miles, across the Atlantic in six r.la}':.', 17
hours, 532 munutes and 3 seconds. She
beat the record set in February 2001 by
Switzerland's Bernard Stamm on A rmor-
Lux of eight davs, 200 hours, 35 minutes
and 33 seconds:

En route Mar Che IV became the
first monchull o sail more than 300

mifes in a day and set a new 24-liour

distance rr:!:cmj of 5325.5 miles, That beat

the record set in _-\prj! 2002 by John
Kestecks's ek, of 484 nautical miles.

The Mar Cha
involved Ellion since 1999 when a Tepre-

IV project has

sentative of Robert Miller, owner of the
super ketch, Mare Chia 117, walked into
his Birkenhead olfice.

The rt:prt'_'it_‘['ll'.:.lli\{' asked Elhiott to do
some preliminary work on what the
fastest monahull might look like, and of
what it maghr be capable:

Ellioey pl’t‘.‘:l'ﬂl{'d his effores tooa mect-
ing of spar makers, sail makers and

designers: who would petenally he
involved. All were sworn o secrecy.

Thatmeeting saw the appointment o
i design weam — Phipppe Briand, ('l
CHiver of Team MNew Zealand and Grop
Elliott as principal designers working
within a wider team. Frenchman |l
d'Etiveand was P:mjcrt manager aml
design director, assembling the inferm.
tiom trom the principals.

“Every, few amonths I'd flv 10
Mew York for a 1|1n’:r:-t|a}' mectny
Ellhore SAYE. “We'd 0 OVET the weil
we'd done and see what we neede |
do next tooget 1o this goale whar
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it s acht design is still an individual's
spot and Elliote savs, ves, there were
plenty ot strong discussions. “But it's
Ik thi design ol any yacht — you have
o pat e all in the context ol pracucali-
iv.” Here, he credits Mike Sanderson,
Whithrcad and America’s Cup veteran,
whose understanding of deck packages
bl placement of tasks lhn_H.lJ_.Lhnl..Lt the
ot wag often a deciding factor of dis
ciiwshionis, Petween meetings in Mew
York, designers” drawings and ideas flew
through cyberspace

Farly on, they asked Robert Miller to
firm up his brief for the world's fastest
mcichull fastest doing what? The
reply was “everything” — regattag in St
Fropes, maybe the Svdney Hobart,
break the Atlantic record, perhaps even
b the fastest monohull around the
waorld, Breaking records scored a higher
priority than winning regattas,

A boat destined for regattas tends to
be optimised for upwind conditions; a
boat destined for breaking records can
concentrate more on reaching and run-
ning performance.

Having set the boat's |"“1-‘~1h at 1400,
the team tank tested three scale models
over two weeks at Gosport in the UK o
consider hull shape, drig, speed versus
heel and sea-keeping abilities. From










