Supermaxis
stepitup

ooksons in Auckland are
about tolaunch a very
mean-sounding 100l
(30.5m} supermaxi 1o a design
by Greg Ellictt and Clay Oliver.
The yacht’s awners are
preparing an assault on the
world 24-hour sailing record
and the Kolex Transatlantic
Challenge in May. They willalse
luke part in a raft of high-profile
regactas and races this summer,
including Skandia Cowes Week
and Lhe Holex Fastnet Race. She
will polish off 2005 with the
Rolex Sydney Hobart where
Lhere could be a spectacular
serap for line honours,
Predictions are for the

canting-keeled, rotating wing-
masted yacht to be measurably
faster than current canting
keelers and, while it is
unfortunate that the likes of
Genuine Hisk and her smaller
sisterships, Pyewacket and
Moming Glory, will bein the
Pacific this summer, they are
bound to confront each otherin
2006 ITnm inthe o3 Hohart.
Team kRS, as the programme
1= known, is headed up by
Charles 5L C Brown and Rill
Buckley, both well known
yathlamen based in Mew
Zealand. Apart from ElliotLand
Oliver, who were also part of the
Mari-Cha IV programme, other

names invalved are High
Maodulbus for the construction
engincering spar designer Chris
Mitchell and builders Southern
Spars, North Sailsand
mechanical engineers Buckley
Systems George Hendy, who
was involved with the shore
management of the GER
America's Cup team, [salso
involved in the project.

Charles Brown has
successfully salled Finns.
Drragons, Tarnados and Fichedls
and he currently owns the
‘rocket’ maxiAnteus. a bsft
Davidson design. e holds the
Auckland ta Fiji and Auckland to
Port Vila race records and I



Clearky driven by perdormance.

Buckloy is a lormpr K2
motarcyck champinand runs
the precision enginesring and
nuclear physics comipany
Buckiey Syslums.

What happened to Bols?
Asone casls ancand For okher
Ya chirs thal mighl give Mesars
Tuckley and Charlas something
oo almn for one i reminded of
the fols programume. The Hugh
Welkourn-designed, Boalspeed-
il Fols Spord, 8 lixed-keel hon
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wirth wiousaal transomesrmounted
trimytabes, retractable propand
shaft and a well-drilied crew
under project direclor Gordon
Eay. hadvast potentisl.

Bar Just as the yachl was
getting into her stride about a
year agoand ontrack for & 24-
haur record run Bols' corporate
anmer Rerny pulled the plug on
the programire and the vacht is
merv ying in La Chotat noar
Kiarseille with her rig pulled
and her huil livery completely
palnred oul Inwhile.
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There are begal proveedings
underway, brought by
Gordon Kay ol Superior Yacht
services but, undeterrad, Kay
wanie o gt Che bost back into
commission. He's gol yel
ancther project on e g, gain
with Welbaurm, which he
helieves js 20 per cent [ves, 20
percentf faster Lwen the current
hoat Thatis one heck of a
performance jump bul when
o see the drawings you per
the feeling chiat Uhis eould work.

We're swiorn o secrecy abowt

The canting-keeled, rotating wing-masted yacht should
be measurably faster than current canting keelers
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&Mt) ared Charles 5t € Brown, both well kiearm MZ
opect. Below right: Mar-Cha (1

Lhwe el il Burl onie fieature
involves deck spreaders which
appear bo be s mioulded,
inlegral part of the yacht.

Mari-Cha [Vbreathed on
And talking of Tecond breakers,
Mewa-Cha N winich hoolds thie
Cransullantic wosr-cast passage
record of Bd v2h s2m 395 2tan
average spesd of 18.05 koots,

iz Being modified rhis winter
Wilks bwinasymmmenns
daggerboands, Acrording o
Drwen Clarke Design, whoare
working with the Man- Cha
design Leam, e modification
will irnprrove the yachi's wpweisd
arnd regching performance.



