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the inventory.

With a crew of only six aboard there
is room for everyone to work the boat
downwind without the worry of getting
someone else’s elbow in your face.
With the spinnaker up doing its
job there are only two people required
W operate the boat, the aﬂ;maher
trimmer and helmsman, who good
control over the mainsail, thanks to the
fine and fast trim system,

Reaching with an apparent wind
angle of a 120 degrees, each gust
has an immediate effect on boatspeed,
going from 10.7 to over 12 knots in a
matter of seconds. The helm weight

varies very little throughout the gusts
and the boat remains easily controlled,
even while on the side steering

ith the tiller extension.

The deck layout is such that there is
inimum of movement required by
crew to get the most out of the
. The vang is split and comes back
aft corner of the cabintop. Being
on a clam cleat, it is

to dump should things get out of
Fu‘tunatdyltusmncg-amntn

ics is not needed today.

ith the IMS rule cmnﬁﬁng the
actual performance against the compu-
ter predicted performance we do the
very same exercise and find we are ex-
ceeding our “rated” by a min-
mmnum1 djﬁul.’ I{lm] cent {mlll:];h:lls}!*]with
is differen as as
cent. Ithd{mn?ﬁ!ﬁdmlﬁﬂﬁsm
really make it hard to consider turning
the boat around and heading back to the
office upwind.

But as the saying goes, all good things
must come to an end sooner or later,
and we douse the spinnaker and hoist
the l(::}ndpex cent LP kevilarm
genoa head back upwind. the
running backstay and
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Pipe berths above the quarterbertas make up the required

number of bunks o conform to the IMS rule.

for'ard from the traveller, located al-
most at the back end of the cockpit.

The two-part fine and fast main-
sheet system is one of the cleanest we
have used. The fast trim tackle is kept
well away from the fine trim by loca-
ting it at the outboard end of the boom
behind all of the crew. All that is in the
centre of the cockpit is the final fall of
the fast trim, which is cleated on a ped-
estal clam cleat. The fine trim splits
aldrunsugmmdisideolﬁumc pit
and cleats beside the topmast backstay
control.

The short harbour dmwhi:h
us a few surfs on the ride out of the
harbour does little to slow our upwind
?mgmss and, despite the entire fore-
oot of the boat coming clear of the

on_the side decks

weigh the minor inconvenience of a
roqglttn siep over, 5

rest of the deck layout is very
simple. Two secondary self-tailin
winches are on the cabintop and a ban
of rope clutches are mounted above
the jonway to handle all of the
halyards and reefing lines. With all of
the halyards, vang, checkstays and a
myriad of other rope-tails all converg-
ing in the for'ard end of the cockpit,
thﬂ'ciapﬂtnnﬁalfnrnhtufrc'rﬁ
snarls, but a huge tail bag below
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first thing we notice is a teak and
varnished floor. It seems a little
of place on a race yacht such as
but it does make the overall feel
the saloon quite invitin
Unlike a few IMS yachis we have
d the pleasure of being aboard,
Touch dﬁ_shc not hmbuthc “E::
on [4) cngine X U
mkp‘ﬂpﬂmr. Instead, it is a fully
moulded fibreglass unit to port, com-

the electronics (and navigator) from
any water that comes down the com-

pamonway.
Looking aft under the cockpit we
find a pair of quarterberths with a pipe
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berth fitted above. A Yanmar
2GM200 18hp saildrive is fitted under
the cockpit with the fuel tank loc-

ated immediately aft of this; the
throttle remote is located in the back
of the cockpit to starboard; the instru-
ment panel is in the nav station.
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winches are located al the for'ard end  a dry and (relatively) comfortable ride.
a“:‘pat;!hﬁﬁ s h nks I'tl‘nellm o Amhg‘;m;m mpﬂf bl
T ﬂ: tha [ “nu i our uter VPP is
mmmﬂwmmmcm;umm again a bit slower than our actual P
mlﬁtg:m;nbs, atﬂmﬁmn mly s e Tll:emtlrmslmsmm ¢
ropes a various  knots reeze we are  on
functions. The headsail is sheeted to “su:ﬁmed'mdnﬁﬂkm ty A functional nav table has
the for'ard of the two winches. For take some time out to have a O Py, ooy saoan o
additional f;trmtm nfthcsl:ﬂn;t- :Jlﬁﬁbnhlj:c;fhﬂwu:ﬂmwmkpn B e iy
ing | 15 controlle see icient it is for Crew, g .
nmofmammbummmmﬁgﬂ In the course of our exploration we W“ﬁmm“lmﬂ
alongside the winch, allowing the find the runner winches have been SRR/ INRE AIF GOE D N0 Do
trimmer to do everything without hav- moved from the very back of the | A SN 8
ing to move anything but a hand. cockpit to their present for'ard posi- “hmlh:”“mpﬁ ; anham ta:gulkslim
tacking the comparatively small tion. The runner tails head directly e o lmlhe o
crew on the rail, we begin our from their chainplate on the transom sammhﬂ“mmmm
back upwind and we are surprised centreline to the winch, taking them ek st 3 ;
the speeds we achieve, sitting at a little  past the knees of the helmsman. This ; m}“.‘"m.ﬂ
over 7 knots. The helmsman has plenty ~ could catch the unwary off guard, but it mwﬂ@-l;:mm
of things to brace himself against. is something one could easily get used A mﬂ\_!mllg!rlw t::l.lhz
There are decent-sized footbraces on to stepping over, The advantages of LEEE . pece o tu
i W A wvery busy comer of the S

the cockpit floor which also serve as a  having the weight of the runner
fu'lrwdhrlinﬁmﬂmn mnmtmhseﬁh
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On either side of the hatchway are a
Brookes and Gatehouse multi-function
Bass: supplomcaion by &8 of jmibo

su a set um
Emays mounted u&r the mn;t im-
mediately below the ck.

The positioning of these is good, as
there is very little eye movement requi-
red by the helmsman to see the
woolies on the headsail and the all-

UIEI;' nlboﬂeed.

ith a bal ﬁ;ﬂfmm and
with a balance o

economy in mind — vinylester resin,

e Sy JRUSCUSEUNNRUSERY. |, S E-glass “and around a PVC
Py FURRIIERARRERE | T e foam core — all finished in the usual
gelcoat.
. _.lI =] ) Sty g . & "n.m-.“ ] K .
b ot b i e the Ik, foruiig the Dokt oo
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Despite the lack of crew on the rail, the heel is not excessive.

with a slot in one side that the cups are
simply slid inside. This is light, practi-
cal and, best of all, well within
an{nnc‘s budget.

ucked away against the main bulk-
head is the IMS-required table, while
the mandatory IMS set of hanging
lockers is in a large locker opposite the
toilet compartment. The door to the
hanging lockers is zipped out of the
way and we find a senes of Toz sail-
cloth lockers, complete with solid bases
and zipclosed doors. These IMS
people take their weight conservation
to some extreme limits.

The toilet riment has a
manual flush RM69. It has a rather
solid-looking timber door sealing it
from the rest of the world — but again
the door is an ultra-lightweight model
made w0 look heavy by its timber
VENCcer.

The rest of the forepeak has been
left empty except for the balance of
the extensive sail wardrobe. Hf Easy
'Im was lul;':clcd i:::ha cmisc}-rnm
i eng or'ard
e e s e

The interior finish is good, and the

is on light colours and lots of

is runner-frec.

“l was surprised by the case with
which the whole boat is md." says
Maclntosh, our guest a for the
day. “The deck layout has had some
considerable thought put into it and |
was impressed by how simple it is for
the helmsman to have full control over
the mainsail even upwind in the breeze
we had.

“The intenior, while only basic and
aimed at the more serious racer, is still
comfortable enough, the space being
v-:lIEus:d_ : ]

“Even though 1 was put on the rail at
one part | stayed dry. One thing that

Lance Macintosh, our reader
who joined us for the day, dis-
cusses the finer points of Easy
Touch with designer Greg El-
liott.
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The vitals

1890kg

. 2.17m

S

o 3.58m
..81.8sqm

T R S e NP R T

e T L

. Elliott Boat Design

. New Yachts, Melbourne

[ ——

e Yanmar 2GM 18hp Saildrive

... North Sails
J

. 'Brookes and Gatchouse

it

e, Awlcraft

7




