


he name Neutrino literally means “a
sub-atomic particle of unknown quan-
tity”. With such a translation and the

boat’s recent success in the Air New Zealand

IMS regatta, Boating gallantly accepted the

challenge of putting this unknown quantity to

the test.

A mnice looking boat from
every angle.
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Neutrino, the latest [lm IMS desi
from the drawing board of Greg El-
liott, was completed only days before
the start of the Air New IMS
Regatta recently staged on the
Hauraki Gulf. Fitting a boat test into a
very tight race schedule is not easy, but
the ever-active Boating test crew man-
age to book a sunny Friday afternoon
to get their hands on the new yacht.

only unfortunate of our
chosen day is that there is very little
wind (and we have to go back to work
later on). Thinking this race-bred
machine will be bristling with crew for
the test, we armve at Westhaven
Marina early to get our deck inspection

C ted in m

opping a , the first thing we
notice is tﬁe cleanliness of the cockpit
layout, which we suspect is also very
user-fri . Elliott is renowned for
his use of the K.1.8.5. method (keep it
simple, stupid), and this could be part
of the reason for some of the boat’s
early successes.

Starting our little “tour de deck™ at
the bow, there is a definite lack of an-
chor roller. In the interests of weight
this has been substituted with a light
yet sturdy stainless steel fairlead,
which is incorporated into the stem-
head fitting. _

To conform to category requirements
there are toe rails running aft from the
bow, ensuring sure footing for the
for’ard hands, yet allowing for comfort
for the rail rats. The rest of the gun-
wale has no toe rail to make the gener-

uncomfortable i:::h of stacking out
a little more tolerable.

The rest of the foredeck is relatively
clear of extrancous hardware, the not-
able exceptions being the spinnaker
downhaul blocks fitted to the base of
the front staunchions and a large

Lewmar for'ard hatch. This is big en-
ol tn o accasnTssdals eraa . ot le and

Two sail reaching with a loose cover on Chris Dicksons
Farr-designed Whitbread 60,

clutches, mounted centrally above the
sliding hatch.

Alongside is a single Lewmar rope
clutch for the spinnaker downhaul with
a clam cleat for the boom vang, making
it easy for the side deck crew to release
the vang in those moments just before
a wild broach. The necessary grunt for
the cabintop controls comes from a
pair of Barient 45 two speed self-
tailing winches. The Barient and
Lewmar hardware is supplied by local
mm}r Kiwi Yachtingé

is a bit of a departure from
the normal walk-through companion-
way in the form of a small bridge deck
which forms a very usable seat, and
creates both extra interior volume and
a central place to install the Autohelm
instruments. Mounted below these is a
it}ush—muunted Silva compass, making
4 aaev Tor the helmsman o g2ee o he ig

self-tailers) and secondary winches
(Barient 24 two speed self-tailing
winches) are mounted on the side
decks on the edge of the cockpit. As a
concession to parking, mooring cleats
are positioned on the gunwale just out-
side the secondary winches.

Running across the centre of the
cockpit is a Ronstan mainsheet track
and car system. The mainsheet system
is fine and fast: a 4:1 sheet which cleats
on a Ronstan floor block has another
4:1 fine trim on its tail. This cleats on
the inner edge of the coaming next to
the traveller control, again a 4:1 pur-
chase.

Mounted in the inner cockpit sides
close to the transom is a pair of inspec-
tion ports to provide extra ventilation
in the quarterberths. On the port side
is the required outdoor-mounted bilge

. Just for'ard of this is a pair of
m Lewmar hatches to provide
further light and ventilation below.

Behind the traveller theres a
little feature: a small circular
which lifts to reveal a well for the
gas bottle, This well vents through
the transom.

As we near the end of the deck

McCall arrives and hurri open
boat to provide some “light refresh-
ments” tor our ever dedi test

team (he hasn't had a good day and is
in need of a can of cleansing mineral
water). He is quick to inform us that
Neutrino (as were all his previous
boats) is co-owned with his wife Mar-
garet, although due to other commit-
ments she cannot be with us today.
Also mentioned is that Neutrino has
been built to contest the Auckland-
Fukuoka Yacht race starting on

April
24, Making a Ig':l.;l‘:;s'.t appearance wgay
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H

are . builders Geary and Terry
Sherson from Geary and Sherson
Boats, as well as designer Greg Elliott.

With everyone now on awhy is
it that the designer is a ast to
arrive?) we depart Aucklands Westh-

aven Marina and head out onto the
Waitemata Harbour.

Motoring out onto the near-windless
harbour it is uniani.m?:ualy demdudn;iﬂl
it’s a great day for taking photographs,
sunbathing and in fact most things you
do when ﬁwm is no wind. It's quickly
obvious that we will have to chase the
random pockets of “air” if any sailing
is to be achieved.

Taking advantage of this absence of
wind, we put the Volvo Penta 18hp
saildrive through its paces, Neutrino
cruises comfortably at 6.5 knots and,
when McCall slips down below we
push the hammer hard down to pro-
duce 7.1 knots, While the motor is
the quictest we've ever heard, we ex-
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pect that the owners would rather be
sailing anyway. Shifting the throttle to
reverse, the boat quickly loses its way
and we find her a most manoeuvrable
vessel while going astern.

Construction

something to happen so we take
th:ﬁmﬂmgxaminattmmtrucﬁm
of Neutrino a little closer. :
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The * may not be huge
but it has everything req
to keep the hordes from get-
ﬂ.Sm.ltgz.nnd 1.50z.

The was to head up the
mmmds](nun int
but, after a quick look around the har-

bour we head out towards a breeze that
is slowly filling in outside the harbour.
After a bit more quite slow upwind sai-
ling we reach off toward port
arf and don’t pause to take up the
mponunity to travel faster, howsting
{1.502 spinnaker.
With the breeze just aft of the beam
and ever so gently ing we notice
the log now reads between 4.5 and 4.7

— =

knots. Neutrino gives a very stable ride
and is easily handled by the crew of six
aboard today (normally she will carry a
crew of seven or eight le).

As we sail into yet ano wind
shift, we are forced to harden up and,
with the kite just off the forestay,
we are to an impressive but dis-
appointingly short burst of accelera-
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closed while underway.
Directly opposite the toilet there is a

very practical area
mﬁ a rntgieﬁ wo bl.lr%l‘g'hijnnaj
Gas table ich also has a grill. Below




the stove is a pot locker with a bottom :

swung door, and alongside this is a
locker for food storage.

H Ampim mnlmrui: a|l: shelf
or cups, plates etc with a cutlery
unit mounted on its front face.
_Mmrin§n&imuthemninsaluun,we
find comfortable seating for six around
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large gear
practical stowage without
usable saloon space.

Under the companionway steps is a
fﬂni.-.cag aﬂ+mmt?§d seat, motoreycle

. that gives navigator a comfy
:Ilfgle&eﬂnnmterwhmhedthcbom
is sailing on. This seat also houses the
two batteries.

The navigation station has a half-size
chart table, with chart stowage taken
care of by two 100mm PVC tubes in
!Tu%dm;lf of the qu&rmbe:nh{sjnr— mg

y place to keep the charts
well preserved.

On the bulkhead facing the chan
table are all of the ial ocean rac-
ing instruments: an Autohelm GPS,
AWA Pilot VHF, and Kenwood
SSB which is interfaced with a Kodak
Diconix 150 plus weatherfax mounted
jﬁ: around the corner on the starboard
5 5

On the port side is the Roadstar
stereo, next o a standard BEP switch-
board which includes a voltmeter. Ben-
cath the chart table lives the Volvo
power plant, with Wormald 1kg Dry

f
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The chart table is under the
cockpit and the navigator has a
“Harley™ style seat under the
ladder. ;

Powder fire extinguishers fitted cither
side. Also found on the port side of the
engine box is the -never-
required GME EPIRB. berths
run either side with access at each aft
end providing even more stowage.

The whole interior is finished in an
off-white colour with a textured multi-
coloured fleck which neatly omng::—r
ments the Dralon squabs put mﬁ"
MW U ery on the h

., with stain work carried
out by Reg Laurie Stainless.

McCall ventures below to tell us that
we must now head in as Neutrino has
another important appointment to
keep, namely the an migration of
the Royal New Zeal Yacht
Squadron to Kawau Island. As we pull
back into the marina we find McCall's
faithful crew assembling at the dock.

Neutrino has already made her mark

on the racing circuit, improving

steadily as the last IMS series pro-

Wedt,m“intluhﬂmmcramin

series. Her last win, by 36 minutes

on corrected time, gave her second
- place in her division.

This Elliott 1im is the “offshore”
00 ik Ber Ay SN ek
sion a very interior
and a rig/ull mﬁijmd at

B o ek sailing windward-leeward tracks.

™™ . The 11m is a very attractive boat on
the water and as a result of its long
cabin and large cockpit looks smaller
than its actual length. McCall’s un-
known quantity is sure to be a strong
performer a with the increasing
I:opula:itynflh:lhﬁibﬂswm
ikely to see more of this design on the
water.
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The vitals

s s e e s vess s cosvi oA P e I1m (36ft)
A R R T (e dos e RN 1 Y L 9.8m (32ft 2ins)
LT e Rt . e ol T AN 1) 11 3.48m (111t 5ins)
o T T T L et Y N S 2.2m (71t 2ins)
B N TS R e R S S S L ) 3980kg (87561bs)
L R e L R AR ey Greg Elliott
T e e e R A - Geary and Sherson Boats
L S R S A Matrix Masts
SAUIS.1soovriimiissinsisiaseunmsitmsita s s s shibi Rick Royden
I Z0 T e e e M el AR S Volvo 18hp saildrive
Ty T R TR e S 72 LA Autohelm
R RS L At N s Barient
B et el AR s tnnci ks ok Ronstan
o ST e S ST I SR S Awlcraft
CIPROIRIEEY .. fhl i st At v b e o Burns Upholste
\ ol S,




