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isp ring Jack — a bias
‘ﬂ:rs::I crzising comfort




e first noticed Whispering Jack last

WSpring while wandering A-Pier at

 Auckland’s Westhaven Marina. The

yacht stood out as new and attractive — its de-

sign remaining a mystery until we noticed the
absence of a permanent backstay.

From all angles, Whispering
Jack is a handsome and power-
ful cruiser. She is pictured
here during an enjoyable run
before o freshing northwest-
crly down Aucklands Wirte-
miata Harbour,




Pl e o8
nded  despite
the generous sail area,

proved easy (o

Without any of the extremes of
some Elliott designs, we had been
momentarily foxed. Showing the ob-
;i_mlﬁ i _ﬂmmmdmmm —

ig cockpit autopilot, ing
|'I£Jd$l.il r:ud wheel steening, the new
12m design was clearly not intended for
the race track.

Whispering Jack was built in cedar
_I? well-known Auckland boatbuilder,

erry Bailey, for Ross and Jill Blair.
The Blairs, having owned four previous
keelboats, were very definite on their
design brief — they wanted a big, com-
fortable yacht which was easy to handle
shorthanded. Racing was not a priority,
although they have contested a number
of t nded events,

ses — and worked with Terry

test sail. day was over-
northwesterly breeze prom-
met the

of Whispering Jack that we
a
a

boat speed without any drama.

Throughout the spinnaker run. the
helmsman enjoys Ech of positive
feedback through the wheel — but w
no stage is there any overload.

After a few enjoyable miles under
spinnaker, the No 1 genoa is_hoisted
and the spinnaker sent below. Harden-
ing up on the wind, the Elliott begins
to show its real power — sobd upwind

formance.
pﬂww ng Jack quickly reaches 7.2
knﬂmm a slight chop, the power

of the yacht suggesting that even in
much heavier eoﬁ?m the perform-
ance will be impressive.
Again there is no weight on the
uheldm. the wheel giving tiller-like con-

Being red up for shorthanded
sailing, aﬁ&:hc mainsail controls are

readily within reach of the helmsman

this Elliott

After some hours sailin
cruiser, it is time to back for a
more detailed inspection.

Deck

Common to the Elliott family line,
Whispering Jack has a near plumb bow
~— and to avoid attacking the paintwork
with the anchor, lhisyag:rthasasplm‘:-
man protruding from the bow to keep
the pick in its place.

A windlass, mounted on its side in
the large foredeck anchor well, does

headsail furling system further em-
phasises the owners’ leaning toward
comfortable cruising,

Whispering Jack features teak on
her side decks and throughout the
cockpit while Epiglass Reaction Lac-
guer and Epigrip provide foot traction
on the cabintop.

The yacht also features five Weaver
hatches on the cabintop — a large one
over the for’ard cabin, a small one over
the head, & medium hatch over the
saloon and another two small hatches
aft, one over the galley and the other
over the starboard quarterberth.



Right from the rubbish bins
set into the transom, Whisper-
ing Jack is a well-conceived
and  constructed  cruising
vacht.

The mast, by ﬁa&ﬁx. has a twin
swept spreader and jumper arrange-
ml:n]: ﬁth no masthead backstay.
Running backstays, which can be fitted
for hard reaching and running con-
ditions, are taped out of the way durin
our test. The mast is supported by ro
rigging and Graham rigging screws,

Rope clutches for Africa — and an opening window in the
dowloer to rumn air down the vent hatech

idea! for sml handling — or
sunbathing.

A novel “problem solver” block fit-
ting, manufactured by Terry Bailey, is
attached at maximum beam on
deck 1o take the place of a j pole
in keeping kite lines off the stanchi

The smart dodger, a real must
for comfortable cruising, was built by
Marine Trimmers.

A fair cluster of mast control lines
lead aft to a custom-built stainless steel
unit containing block turning blocks
and 12 RC Marine rope clut All



halyard lines run through centre blocks
so they can be worked from either of
the two cabintop mounted Barient 24
self-tailing winches.

The two-sided mainsheet system
leads aft down the cabinside to Barient
24 self-tailers mounted on the it
coaming — an arrangement which
allows the helmsman o the
main when sailing shorthanded.

The Elliott 125 primary winches are
Barient 28 self-tailers, also mounted on
the cockpit coamings. The yacht'’s deck
blocks are by Ronstan and Gibb.
m'l;hnrmci:pi! bulkhead is home nﬂ}

or twin Pioneer waterproo
speakers but also the array of Auto-
helm Seatalk instruments — which in-
clude wind, depth, speed and fluxgate |
COmpass. : I
ispering Jack has a large com- §
fortable cockpit, boasting an im-
pressive number of stowage hatches
and compartments for all the cruising

gear.
The wheel helm ition is just
for'ard of the walk-through transom
and boarding platform. The wheel and
steering pcdgna] are by Whitlock and
feature a _):rosilive link system. An
Autohelm 7000 autopilot is fitted atop
the pedestal, a repeater on this unit
gli.ving the compass course from the
uxgate compass. |
Neat cruising features include self-
contained rubbish bins, accessed
through transom hatches, and the mas-
sive “junk” locker to port. This locker
takes the place of what would have
been the port quarterberth — and also
cian be accessed from the galley.
An Ultraflex throttle/gear control
lever is set into the port side of the
| cockpit within easy reach of the helms-
man while the control panel for the
Yanmar JHE 44 diesel is also fitted on
the port side of the cockpit, set behind

m 0 perspex cover,

The big, comfortable saloon
features solid  teak joinery,
pink leatherette squabs — and
a sound system o deafen the
neighbours,

changing. A moulded basin has a Brio
mixer and liftout shower head.
The compartment has plenty of
stuwngcin lockers under the %mﬁ and
side decks. A two-way door alternati-
vely provides privacy to the head or
sgfop oy AR R WA
very civili anging T
drawer area to starboard opposite the
head provides all the room needed for
sea and shore clothing — and other
al gear.
+ As would be expected in a yacht of
this size and quality, the sabany'ts
and comfortable. teak dining
to port can seat six or seven comiort-
ably without making use of the settee
berth opposite. This table drops down
to form a third double berth should it
be required.

The galley is chocker full of
innovative ideas — and boasts
one of the biggest freezers en-
countered on a 12m yacht,
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Stainless steel water tanks beneath
the settee berths each side contain a
total of 240 litres (80 gallons). Also in-
stalled here is a 28 litre (6 gallon) hot
water cylinder. Further stowage is pro-
vided behind the settee backrests and
in three gear lockers under the side
decks.

Whispering Jack has an entertain-
ment centre capable of a lot more
volume than a mere whisper. The Alp-
ine system includes separate amplifier,
CD players, graphic equaliser, radio/
cassette and to match —
Alpines below deck and waterproof
Pioneers above.

The navigation station includes a re-
peater for all the Autohelm Seatalk in-
struments as well as a complex BEP
switch panel and GME VHF radio.
This nav station faces aft, the navigator

The for'ard cabin boasts a
muassive double berth.

using the aft end of the port saloon
settee as his seat. The table mlarge
enough to accept a folded and
has a small chart stowage bin beneath.

This Elliott 12 boasts massive re-
frigeration capacity — there being a
huge fridge under the chart table and

an even larger freezer, with baskets to
g:ﬁ off the volume, under the galley

While not a la lley, the cook
has all the wols mrg;rgi?ul:g op tucker
aboard Whispering Jack. The single
stainless steel sink has a Brio mixer %Dr
hot and cold water and a saltwater inlet
with foot pump.

A gimballed four-burner Mariner
oven is fitted to port with a large food
locker, complete with sliding bins, just
for’ard. Further stowage can be found
in_perspex-doored loc under the
side deck, in lockers under the bench
and five teak-faced drawers and locker
jn:vitf aﬁt of the mgh

this isn’t enough, Whispering Jack
features a small “box" locker g'n.av.rhi'::h
divides ﬂtlﬁglley from the huge stow-

E:nmme would n have
port  quarterberth.  This
locker, as well nsleing an ideal pot

bin, also doubles as a seat for those

changing in preparation for or after .

their watch duty.

The port quarterberth, as mentioned
during the deck inspection, is the
cruising “junk” locker, yet it does have
a pipe berth should an extra bed be re-
quired.

_There is good access to the Yanmar
diesel either from under the com-
mmw'lqgesujrg or from the guarter-

5. engine has a conventional
shaft drive and a Maxi prop.

Whispering Jack's second private
double cabin is found in the starboard
quarterberth. As well as further under-
berth stowage, this cabin has a mirror
and small just for'ard of the
berth as well as twin stowage lockers.

Construction

Whispering Jack has been well
built by Terry Bailey’s yard of strip
plank cedar, the only exception to the
construction being the cockpit which is
a %ﬂﬁ:ﬂ!&l{ laminate,

rudder, which runs on needle
roller bearings, has a solid stainless
steel shaft with a cedar blade.

The keel s a standard Elliott,

froturing o finfilh atachad tn s ctasl

The Yanmar JHE44, with
access froom the compamionway
and both sides, provided im-
pressive  motoring  perform-
dnce.

Despite this, Whispering Jack car-
riecs her weight well — the large
volume hull not appearing over-
burdened either in appearance or per-
formance.

The combined brains of builder and
owners (0 eliminale annoying aspects
of earlier yachts have come up with a
superbly thought-out and constructed






