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Blasting along under spinn-
aker, Freewind Spirit makes
an impressive sight.

First noticed was the huge saloon space that awaits
at the bottom of the companionway. John laughingly calls . r Ve

this his “ballroom” and he's only half joking.
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in the saloon.
Colin Ferguson and his xﬂmmgetam”uhnmdﬁlltrm

Freewind's distinctive kite attracts attention whenever ity
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with the water”. He, therefore, had no

deck fitings. This came as a welcome
relief 1o one used to stubbing his wes
on a regular basis (the reasons are not
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These transom showers (providing
both hot and cold water) nrg a great
idea, leaving the body refreshed and
clean of salt after a swim. When com-
bined with an early morning swim, they
are also (or so | am led to believe) an
excellent hangover cure,

After our swim some serious relaxa-
tion was called for and sunbathing
seemed high high on the list of prefer-
red tasks. John and Jill were again the
consumate hosts, checking we  had
everything we desired, answering our
questions and disappearing to prepare
dinner when we started to “blob ow”,

John also erected his cockpit bimini,
a practical device that shades the entire

cockpit, proving a cool area out of the
sSun

Auckland had delivered yet another
magical day and anything other than a
barbecue, we all agreed, would be sac-
rilege. However, the Grants explained,
with their corporate clients a wide
rangfl of menus are available, from the

ular barbecue up to and including
Hsﬂwx service, =

After dinner, which was eaten al
fresco (in the cockpit) and washed
down with some excellent New Zea
land wines, Colin took to the tender —
a 24 metre Aquapro — and attempted
to catch one of the bait fish that were
hanging around. Armed with a set of
Sabiki lures he jiggid enthusiastically as
the rest of the crew egged him on and
warned about the dangers of dehyra-
tion, (It is difficult to drink and jig at the
same time ).

Undetered he carried on and bagged
a couple of yellowtail for his trouble,

With stereo, lights, desalinaor, wea-
therfax, GPS, radar and three hot water
showers, and several other electrical
appliances (this amazing craft even has
central heating) all going we wondered
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John allayed our fears. A 4hp gener-
ator, again a Yanmar is available if nee-
ded — ensuring there is enough power
for even the most persistent of late
night revellers,

A quick sojourn to the galley to wash
the dinner dishes showed us just what a
well designed craft this is. With four of
us all moving around the saloon, the
lack of sharp corners and clever use of
space was truly superb.

With everything stowed we upped
anchor and headed back o Auckland,
having 10 motor as the afiernoon’s sea
breezes had all but disappeared. Again
the Yanmar 60hp diesel did a top job,
pushing us along at &5 knots knots at a
volume that did not interfere with con-
versation at all.

After an afternoon aboard Freewind
Spirit it was easy to see why John and
Jill's charter operation is proving so suc-
cessful. In their 18 months of operation
they have atracted corporate clients
who want a private business meeting in
an unusual, yet conducive environment;
those with their own boats who want to
conduct business without having to be
the skipper as well; and those who have
decided that regular chartering makes
better financial sense for them than
owning their own boat. As well as day
trips of the sort we experienced, the
Grants also conduct a number of longer
charters, both fully crewed and just
skippered.

Dining under the stars in the gene-
rous cockpit while anchored in one of
the Hauraki Gulfs secluded bays its
easy to forget that one is within striking
distance of New Zealands largest city.
Partying down in the ballroom with
miocd lighting created by halogen spots
and strip lighting, it is easy to forget one
that one is even afloat,

As well as being a magnificent char-

Swimming in the clear waters of Home Bay is’s hard to be-

Lieve that Auckland City is just “around the corner”.

ter vacht, Freewind Spirit is also a
strong advertisement for the New Zea-
land marine industry. From Greg Elliot,
whose design blended so well with
Johns ideas; through builder Terry
Bailey, whose artistry saw those ideas
brought to fuition in such a superb
fashion; to Quay Marine Electronics,
who installed and interfaced the com-
plicated array of electronics; o all the

suppliers who, respecting John's de-
mand that "only the best” be fitted, en-
sured that everything supplied was the
very best and that it was properly in-
stalled. The Fact that John and Jill are
very happy with their yacht — and in
fact would not change a thing — shows
what a good job was done. It also shows
what a good job the Grants have done
in bringing their dream to fruidon. W
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Beam

Cabin height

Displacement

Spec sheet

13.8m

12.3m

4.4m

2.08m

2.36m

Cedar core GRP
11,000 kg




