French tesfing

belle batea
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It was to have been the ultimate opportunity fo boat test:
the new Greg Elliott-designed Armini 55's maiden voyage from
Tauranga to Auckland with the designer on board.

or the fist avempr, winds gusnng
100km/hr across the Tauranga bar
kepr even the most intrepid crews a
home; for the second, winds of less
than five made it a st only of the
Yanmar 100hp engine. Finally we
opted for two sailing excursions: onc on the
Whitemara, and a second photo shoot on the
Tauranga Harbour.

But the delay meant thar by the time we step on
board at Westhaven, new owner Michel
Chichemanian and his sons, Rudolph and  Alex,
are well acqu;mmd with their new boar and have
been living on board for the last few days. As
Armini 535 sails Bl w the breere, the New
Caledonian resident is sull unable to wipe the grin
I:H- his Ell.'c.

“I could not have gor a French designer w do
this,” he says, indicaung the yacht from bow to
stern. He starts 1o explain but the language barrier
has him stumped. Insiead, he holds his hands
51r,;i.1;|'.r out either side of his face, torming a nar-
row tunnel to look chrough. “They think ... like
this,” he says,

Rather than twnnel vision, Chichemanian was
looking for a designer with the innovation to mees
his specification for a fast hisury erusmg boat, ¢as-
ily sailed shorthanded, with stvlish. indoorfour-
door living arrangements suited ro cruising around
tropical New Caledonia. “This s a very different
concept,” he says

Chichemanians choice of an Elliort design
began with his firse sight of Funee Shock in hus
home part Ihllowing an Auckland-Nowmea Race.
Later, he saw Trangformer and other Ellion boars,
His French eye for assthetics appreciated the sim-
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ple, clean lines, and even though he was looking
for a cruising boat, the racer who has severl
Sydney-Noumea and Pore Vila-Noumea races
under his belt also liked their performance.

He also saw another boar, Winers Up Do, 2 46
catamaran which had come from the Hutcheson
boatyard in Tauranga. He liked the craftsmanship
and suggested 10 Elliott thae Hutchesons also build
Armini, a coup for Hutchesons., now under the
partnership of Charlie Greenaway and Don
Martson, She is so far their [ur;_:t's{ boat.
Construction is cedar core with e-glass and kevlar
laminare. The deck is PYC foam with e-glass lam-
nares,

However, most of the Ellior designs thar had
captured Chichemanians imterest were racing
boats and while he envicaged a cruising boar of
medium displacement - Armini s 11 tonne
unloaded — Chichemanian was adamant he want-
ed speed. He told Ellior: If you can't design me a
monohull that gives me 10 knots, then Id rather
have a multhull,

He was assuired that one hull could do the job.

I'he first impression of the final result, Armin
53, is probably vastly different wo that which first
drew Chichemanian to Fumre Shock. Where a rac-
ing boar flaunts its robust deck gear and myriad
lines as restaments 1o strength and 2 @unt o the
opposition, Arminds tactics are more subdle. Her
natson of erreis to perform well in style and the acw-
al mechanics of sailing are kepe largely from view
- her decks are completely bare of lines, excepe
sheets for the gennaker or headsail. Instead, ropes
run from their source a1 the mast or headsail
beneath the deck. They re-appear at Lewmar jam-
mer cleats in tront of each helmstation, and, hav-
ing completed their msks, are coiled in large, self-
draming il lockers atr of the cockpit. Less than
500em of each one is visible from the cockpie.
Winch power comes from electric Lewmar 62
winches either side of the winch and Lewmar 48s,
all from Kiwi Yachrng, tor headsail sheets.

Even the mainsheet traveller, wsually an
unavnidable picce of cockpit cluter, is out of the
way on an arch above the aft cockpin mainsheer
controls run down inside the arch to the cockpir

That leaves the cockpir free for the type of Tuxu-
ry seating wsually found on a larger seale on o
superyacht, Wide, comfortable, E1.:dd:d seating in
cool green and cream stripes runs from either side
of the saloon entrance and along cach side of the
cockpit: small folding wbls are w0 be added
Behind sears and beneath the cockpit floor, there 1s
masses of stowage space for fenders, gas bottles and
the many important pieces of equipment thar are
best kept outdoors. Alternatively, lockers lif 1o
reveal easy access to steering pedestals and other
working parts of the boat. It is even possible,
though not necessarily desirable, to crawl fram one
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end of the boar to the ather bencath the deck
where the lines travel,

Diestined for the tropics and an easy indoorfour-
door |:'-'.'-1;: style, Ammimi 55 borows another
notable feamre from her larger superyachr sisters
and hus the cockpie and saloon on the same level -
again, ideal for relaxed tropical entertaning, Ir def-
imitely adds a certain sense of class and means the
saloon has cononuous windows all round. Arimin
has storm shureers available for offshore vovages.

The coclepir s open aft, with the sail conrols
and tail lockers separating it from the helmsarions
on either side of the boar. There are seare behind
cach helmstarion, with o \'\..|||n'-;irl.-' ri‘.rungh to the
open transom and spacious boarding platform.
The open walkway was the subject of some debare
but Chichemanian felt thar care is neaded at sea
anyway and he preferned ro leave it open.

Switching from the nflamble to the mother ship
is easy: the inflarable is simply driven righe up anto
the stern of Armms while she is under way and pas-

Armini features an indoor/outdoor living theme. Visibility is good from the saloon and gal-
ley areas. The cabins all have plenty of shelving and cupboard space, The winch for the
retractable keel is beneath the bunk.

sengers step from one boat to the other while both
boars mainaain their speeds

Une person can easily manage most of the work
invalved i sailing, Autohelm gauges for wind
speed and wind direciion, boatspeed and depth are
set 10 port of the entrance to the saloon. All sail
conirols, mcluding those for the Leisurefur! main-
sail, supplied by KZ Marine, are directly in frony
of the helm station.

In getting i and out of the marina, A is
mcredibly manoeuvrable, with 100hp available for
her threebladed, sel-feathering propeller. Later,
on the harbour, thar power will push her casily ar
9 knors. The foam deck and plenty of sound-
proofing keep noise o a minimum while under
FH‘“CT.

In view of Chichemanians request for simplici-
ty, Elliore kepr the sail plan as simple as possible,

Sail power comes from a Spectra Leisurehur] main
from North Sails, two turling headsails, of which
the inner sail 1s self tacking wath a club boom on a
track, and a gennaker. Kiwi Yachong suppled the
spars, hatches and deckgear; KZ Marine supplied
the furling gear, Searig rigging screws and carbon
|:|uinp|-.zl:.\.. Curlstruﬂ]'ng the clumplatn R
bon enabled them w be kepr light, withour com-
promising on strength. In around eight knots of
wruie wind speed, A sails at between seven and
eight kiots. As the breeze strengthens, she picks up
o the magic ten knots under main and gennaker

I'he Navrec boom vang 15 conmrolled from
beside the sarboard jammer deats.

Bur while Armni has bormowed concepes in
comifort from her bigger sisters, she has also aken
aspecrs of smaller yacht designs to give her owner
the fast performance he asked for, combined wath
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inflatable is simply driven up on
to the transom

All lines ex sheets run
beneath the decks until they
reappear at the jammer cleats.
They are stowed in the self-
draining tail lockers

A

a shallow draft to allow her o cruise in
tropical destinations. A retractable keel
with bulb was the answer and her draft |
can be as licle as 2m. Elliore was %
adamant that the ability to point high =% &5
means nothing if a boat makes leeway, and for higher painting and stability,
Armung 555 bulb keel drops to 3.7m.

“The difference in efficiency with the keel down is just dramaric,” he says.
“A lot of cruising boats may be sailing 27 degrees off the wind, but with 4-5
degrees of leeway the real angle is more than 30 degrees, With this boat, when
we start at 27 dcgn.'c!-, we'll be sailing close 1o that.”

Purring a rerractable keel on boats of Armings size has, in the past, given
problems with movement in the keel. Elliort designed the keel casing wirh a
wedge shape so that the more weight put on ir, the firmer it fits and there is
no fore-and-aft movement when the keel is down, The keel is raised and low-
ered by a row-truck winch from Sopac Marine Supplies set benearh the star-
board cabin amidships, Although the keel casing takes up quite a lot of space
within the boat, Elliott has dlsglused it as a division berween the mid-cabin
and walkway.

To achieve maximum waterline length, Armani also features the plumb bow
characrenistic of many Elliort boars, ﬂhhnugjﬁ the dcsigncr says it was defi-
nitely Chichemanian's decision. “The plumb bow is a debatable point,” he
savs. You ger added waterline length and more buoyancy forward. The
minus on 2 cruising boar is the anchoring aspect.”

i rem damage while anchoring, Ellior designed a retractable spare-
bow, [t has three positions: fully out, for anchoring; half out, for
hor on the bow while moving short distances berween
anchoring v rerracted for cruising.

Below decks, Arman is kepr simple but practical, with as much as possible
buile in to the strucrure of the boat. The for'ard how arez is taken up bya col-
lisivn bulkhcad which doubles as stowage area with full headroom, accessible
from the for'ard harch.

The foremost part of the accommodation is a head, which acts as ensuite
ta the master cabin, immediately aft. A double berth is ro starboard, with
built-in shelves and lockers to port. Trim in Fijian lauri adds a light, tropical
warmth to the off-white interior,

Further aft, there is anocher spacious bathroum and cabin with upper and
lower bunks tw port and ewo double, private berths to starboard,

Aft again, steps give a good definition berween the living/dining area and




accommodation. The remowe concrol for the
retractable keel, and the switchboard, are beside
I'|'IL' .‘~lL|!\

Beng on the same level as the cockpit, the
saloon area is light and spacious, with windows all
round. The chart rable and engine controls are to
port, facing forward, and the galley aft with stove
on the outer wall, and «nk and servery bench
running lengthwise along the boat, ideal for
guests 1o help themselves as they enter from the
m':]-:pj[. As with many boats, Armnss rable is a
centrepioce, Luxuriously padded searing curves
around the starboand side of the oval Fjian kaun
table adomed with Armine 5510 I‘_'c\-h!. This 1s the
nype of undesstated elegance the French are
known for

That tvpe of stvling is evident oo in Arminis

Top: The crew of Hutcheson Boatbuilders put
on their best T-shirts for a second photo-
shoot on Tauranga Harbour

Above: Two very real contrasts in sail boats

exterior lines, best seen in the photographs. Stern-
o, Armenss ﬂ.llinl_: [1_1['..'1'id|.'.'.' are most apparent;
the swept-back extension of the cabin top also
echoes the look of larger luxury vessels.

Bur with any new boar, the name is all impor-
ant. Arminr 35 borrows from the family mem-
bers: Michel and Nicole, and their sons, Alex and
Rudolph. The ‘55" is the length of the boat, and
also the vear of birth for Michel and Nicole. And,
s Michel can wrace lus heritage back @ Armein,
there is also a touch of nostalgra in the naming of
this ultra-modern design. ("]

Construction:
cedor core with E-glass and kevlar lomi-
nate, ulilising epoxy resin throughout

PVC foam with E-
glass lominates.
Interiorphywood bulk-
head panels, solid
timber joinery
17m, 55'

15.Bm

4.5m

39m/2m

11 fonnes

4 tonks, 800 litre tolal
400 litre

Yonmar

100

Three bloded, self
feathering




