for this newcomer to the Auckland race
scene has been a regular frontrunner in
harbour racing since her Easter launch.
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In a bid to learn a bit more about this
slippery amphibian, Boating contacted
the owners — appropriately known loc-
ally as “Sneaky™ and “Kermit”. Being
Euﬂiculmt}' sharp of wit, we did not

ave to enquire as 1o the origin of the
yacht’s name,

Our first chance o examine this new
9. 1m Elliott is on a fine mid-May Sun-
day during the Richmond Yacht Club’s
first two-handed race for the season,

Manocuvring the photography boat
through hundreds of Sunday racers we
finally catch sight of a speeding frog
ahead, particularly di}:tinguishagﬁ: by
its large wing mast.

Once alongside, we begin a photo-
ﬁuphy session which lasts from North

ead 1w the Auckland Harbour
Bridge. With the wind varying be-
tween 5 and 12 knots out of the south-
west, we are able to observe and
photograph the new Elliott from a
number of interesting angles and on
most points of sailing — from hard on
the wind to spinnaker reaching.

Once over the finish line we nrrnnﬁg
with Sneaky and Kermit to wait for t
rest of the test team — yet to finish the
race — before beginning our test sail,

Leaving the marina reveals the first
surprise — there being no clattering
thesel or outboard in sight. Instead,
there emanates from below the 11,000-
rev performance scream of a 250cc
liquid-cooled Kawasaki motorcycle en-
mIme.

: This interesting setup not only prod-
uces 28hp and weighs a mere 40kgs,
but also has a six-speed pearbox (per-
haps the owners’ envisage having to
change down o climb large waves),
This installation was marinised and in-
stalled h?' Duke Engineering and fea-
tures a Stamp alternator for the yacht’s
battery. The engine’s starting battery is
fed by its own charging system.
whole setup is a light and ingenious
means of powering the boat. "

This inexpensive little engine drives
Sneaky Frog easily at around 7 knots,
the engine noise remarkably quiet.

Once out on Auckland Harbour it is

Crew.

time to fet this frog sailing. The fully-
battened mainsail 1s easily hoisted by
the external main halyard which cleats
off on the mast.

With the Ltcb set, we begin to experi-
ment with the rotating mast. This un-
conventional setup has no vang, the
hoom running directly to the mast
base. The mainsheet tension provides
the for'ard pressure on the base of the
mast to rotate it to leeward.

Looking from the leeward side of
the mainsail, the advantages of a wing
rig quickly become obvious. The entire
leeward side is aerodynamically
shaped from the leech of the mainsail
10 front edge of the mast — mak-
ing it a very efficient rig upwind.

Sailing upwind, the Elliott 9.1 casily
sits on 6.5 knots and maintains a fairly
constant angle of heel throughout quite
a range of wind speeds.

Steering this frog is very easy, the
cockpit crew enjoying a positive foot-
rest. All of the sail controls are easily
within reach of the helmsman, the end-

The cockpit footrests provide a comfortable perch for the

less mainsheet system being part-
icularly well thought out. The helm is

very light, with response being very
uick as Sneaky Frog moves wvery
cleanly through the water.

Easing off w a two-sail reach, the
yacht stands upright very Lw:kly and
accelerates  dramatically. climb
quickly 1o a comfortable speed of
around 8 knots, the crew all the while
willing the wind to rise.

Next on the agenda is the No 2
three-quarter hoist lightweight spinn-
aker. Bearing uwuﬁ[’the'uppumnt wind
diminishes so the speed remains
around 8 knots.

An interesting feature is the attach-
ment for the spinnaker pole, again at
the base of the mast. The pole 15 dr:sd
igned to fit in the specially-designe
Fﬁﬁ}il and act as a prod from which
gennakers can be flown. All the spinn-
aker handling equipment runs aft
the cockpit within ecasy reach for
shorthanded racing.

The large gap between the loose

footed mainsail and the boom provides
a bonus when dropping the spinnaker
— the kite being fed between the sail
and boom, easily under control and out
of the way of the headsail winches.

All the sails aboard Sneaky Frc
were made by “Kermit™ of Dave Gid-
dens Sailmakers. The wardrobe cur-
renily consists of a Dacron fuII%-—
battened mainsail, kevlar/mylar No 1,
2 and 3 genoas, a (.50z masthead
spinnaker and a 0,750z l-point spinn-
aker — with gennakers yet o be dev-
cloped. All were constructed from
Bamnbridge sail cloth.

Deck

With the last of the breeze quickly
disappearing we head back 1o the
marina for a closer deck and interior
inspection,

first thing we notice about this
Elliott is the large radial Ronstan trav-
eller running from gunwale to gun-
wale, a necessary system since you
cannot have a vang on a rotating wing
mast. The endless mainsheet system is
easily operated from leeward, with
turning blocks bringing the sheet back
in the right direction and cleating on
the cockpit coaming.

The jib and spinnaker halyards and
spinnaker pole topping lift all run w
the aft edge of the cabintop where they
are anchored by Ronstan camcleats.

The cockpit bulkhead is home for
the two Silva compasses and the Hor-
izon Standard digital log, which im-
pressed with its large, easy-to-read
digits and its range of functions.

%]'he Genoa sheets run through the
base of the traveller and are handled
by Andersen 28 two-speed self-tailing
winches.

The spinnaker sheets have their own
Andersen 28 two-speed self-mailing
winches further aft in the cockpit.
These winches also provide the grunt
for the masthead backstays. The life-
buoys live tidily under the laminated
tiller, right aft in the cockpit.

The rest of Sneaky Frogs deck is a
clear working platform — the chain
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“As a 30ft boat this has been a neat
project and most enjoyable. We ended
with a lightweight, stiff little hull.
boat doesn’t many instru-
- ments, a diesel or other on-board fac-
iﬁﬂu_—ﬁitkamygui:k little fun

ine.

Elliott says the hull form is similar
that developed for Midnight Oil and is
not too removed from the shape of the
la Elliott 12s such as Transformer.

boat is built right down to
weight. It's not a yacht you'd cross the
ocean in — it was designed for fun
nd the harbour and coastal sail-
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