Lake lore

Trailable yachts take on Canberra’s challenging conditions.
By Vanessa Dudley, words and pictures.

ONTT GO RACING on Canberni’s
D[.atl-w Burkey Grffin ir vou're o

preparcd to ook like anidior at
least onee every Gce, There's overy
Chance you might also ook like a legend.
It can change by the momen

The ke is guite somll s surosded
by hills which profsundly affecr the wind
strength and direction. Althoagh the Jocils
will 1ell yow abour the great steady brecze
ey had all day vesterday, or all Tast week,
orall st monrh, be preparcd for it o
e extremely shifte; inexplicably wo for
anyvone wsed to sailing o steady
seabnceics.

Dion't e surprised (oosee anoiher boat
ony the apposite tick holding almost el
same heading as you towands the wind-
wird mark. Or wo find e when vou get
o that spot where you could sec breeae
ol Ahe wiler, there's nothing, wihille those
guyswho went over to-the swindless side
meww hve gookl pressure and are leaving
ving in their wake

When vou're reidy to put & poor resule
dowm o bad Tuck and the chaotically
rarcbomm pature of the conditions, that's
when vou can'l help but notice thal te
sime boas keep coming-home an the
front of the flect, Is there more o this
lake sailimg thain just good luck and Bd
Jucte® Well, that's the challenge ofsailboat

Division 3 siart,

mcing i Canberrni

The NEC City of Canlsermi Regaity for
trilable vachis in December was
cvidence of a new wave of cnthustsm for
safling at the Canberm Yacht Chub.
Oecupying 4 prime position on the cdge
of Lot By, ¥arralumla ot far from
Parliiment House, the CYC leis a Birge
cliabhouse, grassy rigging ares and fots of
boat stomage space. Uver the vears |1 has
Been o stronphold for classes like the 5035,
Lightweight Shampie and Fhying 15 and has
hostedl mor events i luding the Arst
maticml Youthsils back in the 1970,

Duiring the 195 e Canbermi
Southern Cross Clob took overthe
running of the club as a social venue,
providing grants for the sailing
onsinisatkon This i allowed the CYC o
flonrish as a sailing school as well asa
racing orginisation.

Marg Ovwen ome of the lake’s best
sallors amd mupnper of the CYC for the
past five yeurs, savs~We pul 500 pooplc
thirough Yachting Australby courses (n
vear we have 23 casual coployees and
goeod retention mtes rom people going
through the epurses, Our flect size has
lemaisr clisubrlesd inehee prast vear: wie had
03 baxits mcing st weekend,”

The club had Lasers and Fhving 155, plus
trailer saflers of overy denonsimtion with

heatihy one design growth in three cliss-
eun the Blo4 7. Casthe 65340 and Gem 550,

The Eltior 75 have become the flag:
ship fleer ar the CYC, with 1O ogets pae-
ing regularty and severl people alking
aboul huving boars now that a new
builder, Cameron Pryce-in Gladstone
(), hees acguiredd the Class moabds,

The E7 class issacinion convenor Nefl
Primrose, 3 CYC member, says: There are
i3 Tlict 7s inAustralin, Modern Concepis
started Buikding them i the sy 1990
Juhn Deanvin Rathmines (NSW) pook over
the merlols up ol alyout 1995, when he
stoppod bullding then, Alsout thist time
g snarmed che ol assoctation, with e
stratepy 1o pet boats on the water rather
tham supporming the bolkder, which had
been the previous focus.

*Mow Cameron Pryvee has booght the
mowddds from John Dean amd has been
consaltng closchy with designeT Greg
ket i New Zeakand witly thie abm of
hecomimg a Hicensed class bailden

“We're hoping thal Camenod will b
licenscd guite quickiv and the class wiil
Continue o grow, [y mportant tht
older boars remmin their walee, and
Cameron recognlses thae”

Matt Chaveny, whvo noow races an Ellioet 7
in partnership with Greg Breen. aller
siailing it for two vears with previons
et Dhon Wailter, sivs:™ They're perfect
Inwils for Canberra, Above seven knots of
hreere you'e starting (o casc things off,

“They're predty simple Boats, theee's no
reak wick w thiem and theyre non really
twieaky 1 sot up, They e pretty even in
speed s the sailing side s e all

“They're only-ahout S30,000 56 guvs
canm et inlo thesm. They re Baht 1o oW
we-all travel (o do the regaiins”

Metl Priorose adds"1ts niot an exireme
sprorts Boat. And hoviog five in the Crew s
a oot 1L PUTS ooear coiprliasts on ream
swvork, Anl ilie hoat is very suitable for
women fo sail”

The ten Eltiow 7s-racing i the NEC
Regarma included two in the hands of
relatively new owners. Peter Buoer hos
owned Ecafiade for 12 months sfter
remrndng o the sport e enjoyed as a
vonngsrer sailing Vis on Lake Macouaric,
Brter s carecr in e restanreant ancd hooel
industry tonk him meeay from the waker
for many years, but Bely e hiss been
ables e return Lo sahing with a passion.

Angus Retel. the skipper ol Awother
Fiasen Too, s been siiling for only two
years, hinving boen o highly compe e
rower. He was introduced oo the sport-hy



Fan Bulf, & lomp-time Cahberm resident
whio a8 crew with Bin Brown won the
470 brongee meddal in the 1976 Gy
feitt A Kingston " Ruffic” was looking
for 2 crew for his Fiving, Dorchman and
siitroduced the 60 7 Refd oo the sport.
Within five months Berd savs he found
Birrelf is 2 geinder on Jolin Kahibeteer's
Bunnblobee Voat the 2005 165 worlds @
Capri. laly. He has embraced the spost
and pasicularly the Ellionr 7 cliss; " We
have greal rcing Daioe & week et o
the lake and there ) e vwo or thoes
more baats In the (feet whthidn the next
VEIE

Looking for wind

Fisiie Beaks svere scheduled o the NIEC
ity of Canbrernt Regana, three o the
Saturcay including tao windward/lee-
ward moes and @ twilight mce aroand i
triangukir course, and o longer " passage
race” taking in the western omd of the

Deminant Difett T kodps poce
up inthe ik mneE.

fake on the sumdiy. Hest two was
abandonad when the breeze wronld not
seitle enougl to allos a start,

The fleer was davided into three
divisions, racing under the Traflalde Yachi
Association of NeW & ACT Class Hasic
Flamelicaps (v 1 for Doas with CHRH of
000 amd abeove; Dhiv 2 CHH 00 TR 1o
0,700 Briv 5 CBH 00699 and below ). Twa
of the races connted towards the TYA of
NEW & ACT s annud Travellers scrics

Ohtiade e, the lesding local Elliog 7
shippecred by Mart Owen and crewed by
Greg Breeno Andrewy Recd, Olle Merz and
lan Darvidson. manapeed o win CVETY Fce
of Diwision 1, in spite ol having substan-
izl bemds swlipiled Dack wa bevae lenah
or revoy o Lhe kst begoof each mce,

The Arse e provided d clissle
exnmiple of those challenging Canborra
cornditions: wWhen Chen and 1as team lad
to st in oo breese hal fvay down the final
leg, watching the (Teel Pe=ar cloaer i
them with pressuce under spinneikers
Craven protected the right-hand side,
thinking the new brecze woukd come
from there and cventually it did, allowing
ey Seixe o regadiy the upper hand and
tike the g b juist micires from another
Canberra E7, Caspaer,

The oy other boar to bead Chede Sriy
home wias the Thompson 7 Amger
Werrnapement feoam Sydney, wiich book
the gun in the Satonday twilight race,
although the handicap vicrary. went o
thies Ellione 7,

Crwen sars Uve always boen @ Canberra
person But stiicd siling Optinests in the
Philippanes. my father was a diplomat so
we moved around a 1oL Ths suling camcer
has inchuded BRI <l racing, Initally with
Fellow Cimborm siilor Amdie Webstos
(racing in the MNEC Regaim on the Elbott 7
HMupapry Hipine Sy, dnd later with Chois
Michodson, as well 25 2 490 campaign




with Seun Langneun,

Second overall in Division 2 was
Carsfier, a famdly affic witly elmsman Nick
Faullk’s Fathee Howard, modher Anit, broth-
or Rolble ainl girliriend Alicts onbaosrd,
Thiirdd weas Figgne Hifypay Shire Trevor and
b Hippisioy's E7 aso from the €Y

An intercsting entry in Dhvision | was
the Thompson 590 Motarabion, rmoed hy
John, Cotin and Glenn Graliam of the
CYC Designed by Steve Thompson in N&
and one of twa budlt by John Dean in
MNewcasthe (NSWL this sportsboar is
cat-rigged with a lurge mainsail, no fily @nd
a masthed asymimettical. Having had (he
Tt only since June, the Gralums arc szill
lesartving to get the maost from her and
placed TTh overull

Castle 650 country
Another fecus of one design groowth s
the Castle 650 cliss, with scven Daits

dominating Diviston 2 i both nombers
and mree resales, Local rezm Peter Harvey,
Jubhn Tracey and Cralg Bryant i Salitifng
mansged to win the Grsr sace from anoth-
cr 050, Sereniiny, satled by Beothers Todd
and Braod Curry from Pon Kembla

The st two raocs went o the visi-
Tiny, giving them the overml ¥ictory
Jolitenire's firsy socond and fourth plic-
ings scouhed seoond overall from tnother
Castle 650, Timg I (kan Hrokenshine and
Julizn Walsh CY Ok, amd 6% took the
next two spots on the final @ik

Tisched Crarry said he o had the Castle
for three vears, after owning a Spider 24
“This b muowre of 2 compromise {or Crks-
i and pood one design recing. Normally
we sal] throc-up, with my wife Rebeoca,
We sl do all the moes; this is one of
the big oncs,and the staoe tdes ot Lake
Irearra Y C is a big ovent. We bave 10 or
s0 Castles down there and mane poople

The top twa Castle 68504 look for

breere out of 3 Divishon 2 slart.

dre interested in the class”

Peter Harvey alao likes the Castle 650
fior fs eruising potential_Althoogh based
in Canberra, he said he and his pariner
ke to ke their boat wo Metung (Vic)
where they have a house, " We take our
twor cattledops, iUs glerous sailing on the
Gippshand Lakes”

Harvey sald the focal fleet has about
10 boats and new anes joining the Mee,
as there s still an active builder. Yachi
Wircks in Maordialloc (Vic).

Gem collection

More One desipn moing was evident in
Division 3, where six Gem 350s lied up
1o take the frst three places overll

Diom and Liblyy Shortridge in Dacdgern
wene the winners from John MeDaniel and
Sleve Leloesier in Gi‘!j.!—l.ﬂrﬂn‘]h’,l’lh?l‘!“'d.‘l] Tny
Duryiad, Corant and Sandrn Denaby m
Cremin Al e CYE bouts,

Criginally designed by Rob Humphrics
in England as 4 Micro Tonner and under
coftstruction i Austrilia by Centeal
Boating Services in Adelalde, e smaall
trailer sailer i providing neasonahly
priced sailing and competitlve racing,

Oiher entrics in Division 3 provided an
abbreviated history of Australia’s trailer
sailing seene, with a couple of Tartley
TH16s, three Carcel 22 and two |5 un
Auseral 20, Sonata T, Fare G000 and three
Addams 215,

There was also a Trailor Tramp tri-
mwarin, T (Par Fambans and Moc
Kaldins), ome of three mulabolls scing i
the NEC regatta, The F25a St skip-
percd by Peter Withington siced in Div 1,
while the Trailer tri (680 Tekens {Roger
Aomeos) ced fin Div 2.

Flyiing the Mag of the Wapga Wagga
Boating Clulby from southern NSW was ihe
1977 vintage Carcel 18 Mack 1 Warian,
sailed by Geafl White and His 13 ycarold
son Yincent. The Whites, aficn accompr-
niedd by Vincent's 1 -vearold brother
Thomas, trave] “twa or three lwours every
couple Of woeks w go sailing some-
where," Geoff sys,

Thedr local waterway of Like Alberg is
no longer deep cnough for sailing.
“There's only three fect of water at the
s, 5o for is these fegallis anre just
bliss,” Creoff s,

He bought Weerian 18 months ago,
having previcusly sailed dinghics and
Maricats, always in Wagga, Now he and
the boys travel i NaWand Victorian
venues ke 5t Georges Masin, Hume Weir
Lake Mokoan and Wirangs (o il amd fsh
“It's exccllent as a fishing boat, we put the
swing kecl down ahaut a thind 1o stop us
ahrifting and we've filled the cockpit up

FAR LEFT: Mew Thompeon 580 Is cal-fgged with a
masthead asymmetrical

LEFT: Thampson T Amger Management about to get
the gun in the twilight mca.



bl
i

with fish, especially down the ooast.”

Wiardan was one of four hoats from
Woaper comtesting the NEC regatia,. GeolT
amd ¥incent slept enboard by the shore at
the CYC during the NEC regatta:”] think
ir's a major part of the regartas w kecp
inveived in it Geoll says.

True confessions

Perhaps it's becanse Canberra is the seal
of our ational democtacy thar 1 oo was
given my chance 1o look like an idiot dur-
ing the NEC repatts Stuare Loft perswided
mie W0 core saihing for the kst moe on

the Thompsan 7 Asger Management,
becmuse he was siiling only tiree up with
Ben Plggort and John MoDonald. They

had taken the gun in the previows night's
race, and when we led out of the star
arid around the top marik T could already

Vincent Whita,and his fathes
., Dooff from Wagga Waggs:
T acling the Caresl 18 Wartin.’

hear the mext gon ringing i my cacs and
was planning to be umble in victony:

We've going to kick their butts” 1
proclaimed.

“This is Canheret, don't forget,” said
John, having spent vears sailing there,

U o the lreeeze dicd where we
weere andd freshened for the bunch of Elliet
7 behind us, mpidly closing the pap,

From then on e stumblicd from one
pathole into the next. The big masthead
asymmetrical was aed to carry on the
Eike, while the ETs ket conmdng under
their conventional frctional kives, Our
decp bulb centreboard became wrpped
in weed. W lost the lead on the second
heat Iy heading left to where the wind
was, mither than goang righv 1o where the
wind wis sibout i Come from.

Insteszed of being humble in victory, 1

Tad pa be huamible i defean, which is pmch
hander, [t might have been eesier 1o angues
that lake siiling is all about luck, if it

Fisi L Iow the story wld by the overall
results table: Qi Srie winning all three
races of Division 1, Seremmlly aking twao
wins and a gecond fn MHvision 2, and
Proclppers teibiing  win and pwo seconds in
Division 3,

Training base?

{riven the challenpes of racing on Lake
Paveley Griflfin, particubiely in light, shifiy
wincls, combined with its proximity 1o
the Australinn Institute of Sport, the iden
of using the khke as a training basc for
Australian sailors preparing o race it
iniernational and Olympic level has been
Moated lreguently,

In foct, Australim sailing tesums
mitended tolining campe in Canberm on
an annual basis during the 19905, using a
lect of Tasars ot the Addistealian Defence
Force Academy’s zailing hase on Lake
Muriey Grillin,

Following the disnppointing results of
the Australion team at the 2004 Olympic
regatia in Athens, whore some of the
classes wiere raced in extretnely light and
wildly shitry conditinns, there is a push hy
members of the Canbeerma Yiechl Club i
prommte the idea of training on the ke,

Working with the Canberr Southern
Cross Club, the CYC has been in close
consultation with the National Capital
Authanty which has created a master
plan foe the lake. Nedl Primrose say s Pan
of the plan 1% to put i g cmne, finger
wheird amd hardstand aren, designed for
Olympic and internationil clisses to
come down and train here. The whaole
idca is o provide a wop class facilioy for
light weatler sailing.

“We're looking for money from the
ACT and Commonweilth governments. [t
wionld probably cost $300,000, We weould
like to have something witlidn the nexi
three years.” EH

_ Results

Divislon 1: 1. Quik Stix {Bliott 7, M.Owen), 1-1-1,
3ps: 2. Casper (ET, NFaulis), 2-2-3,7; 3, Hipy
Hippy Shake (E7, T Hippidey). 8eq-3:2, 135, 4.
Beqlus [ET, 5. Russell Smith), 5-5-5, 15; 5, Anather
Fiasco Too (E7, A Reid), 3-7-6, 16,

Diivision 2 1. Serenity (Castie 30,7 Cumy), 2-1-1,
dpte; 2. Sosiaire {0B50, P Harvey), 1-2-3, & 3. Ting
Il {C650, tan Brokenshire), 3-5-4, 17; 4, Wisdom
(0650, D.Blzant), 4-3-6, 13, 5. Eschamter (650,

A Cumy), 649,18,

Divlshon % 1, Dodgem (Gem S0, DShoandps), 1-
2.2, 5pts; 2. Garn-a-tools (6550, | McDaniel}, 2-1-
4.7; 3. Gemini (G350, D.Denahy), 335,11 4.
Pathiinder (Adams 21. PTayior), 7-4-3, 14: 5.
Hydragem (G550, Lilislser), 8-5-6, 19,




