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MAXIMUS
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MAXIMUS

TOP: Maximus is launched with great

ceremony

ABOVE: lts canting keel can go to 45 in

five seconds

almost parallel to the boat. At a quick
glance, the bulb gives the illusion of a
white dolphin playing beside Maximus.
With 13 - 14 knots of wind speed, the
yvacht almost defies logic with her tum of
speed upwind and, going by the virtual

lack of wake, appears to have a very low
drag coefficient.

As we settled down to enjoy our beat
upwind, there was sudden pandemonium
when one of the crew noticed copious
amounts of hydraulic oil below. Brown
immediately powered Maximus down and
the genoa was
knowledge of the system was evident as he
emerged from below exclaiming that the
fault had been put down to an unsecured
hydraulic hose and was now rectified.
Coincidently, I was just discussing the
hydraulics on the keel with one of

dropped. Buckley’s

Buckicy’s team. I was questioning how
their set-up was different to that of
Skandia, which hit the headlines (and
almost disaster) when the hydraulic ram
controlling the canting keel snapped in
the Sydney to Hobart. Technically, it was
explained to me that the twin rams on
Maximus were quite different in their
operation, more robust and they were
confident that the same failure wouldn't
happen. Just goes to show that no matter
how precision engineered the machinery,
it's the simple things that often let us
down. Many America’s Cup campaigners
have learnt it's a matter of check, check
and check again.

AN INCREDIBLE TURN OF
SPEED DOWNWIND

With the hydraulic line repaired and tanks
refilled with oil, we set off again
comfortably beating upwind without a
hitch. There was an air of anticipation
from the guests on board as the crew
readied the code two gennaker for our

downwind run home. You get
appreciation of the enormous volum
sail area Maximus carries when
gennaker is raised. The breeze

progressively dropped on our upwind
and was now showing a miserable 10
knots. Although we all wished for ¢
more breeze, our downhill run

nevertheless exhilarating. Qur boat s
showed an incredible 16 - 17 knots, w
meant we were back at base befort
knew it. The crew dropped the sails, fl
the massive main and readied Max
for our tow by the support RIB. For a
to the berth, the keel needs to be retr:
to about four metres. Several attemp
raising the keel had the hydra
groaning, revealing a minor problem
the software in the PLC, in turn trip
an electromagnetic switch that drop
hydraulics psi for safety reasons. If the
one major point of difference that
Yachting have in their arsenal, it's
Buckley and his skills as a prec
engineer. Buckley and his techni
quickly corrected the problem and
keel was raised.

A HECTIC RACING
SCHEDULE AHEAD

The minor problems we encouni
highlight the need for day-on
testing and crew training. Whilst |
timetable is tight, EBS have several 1
weeks of testing ahead before Maxi
is shipped to the States for her
regatta in April - The Antigua |
Week. The start of a hectic schedule
goes from Antigua to the R
Transatlantic Challenge in May an(
attempt at the 24 hr record. Fran
next, with the Giraglia Rolex Cu
June. Sweden and the Round Got
Race in July, Skandia Cowes Wee
August, the Rolex Maxi World Cup
in Italy in September, the Rolex Mi
Sea Race in Malta in October. The
culminates with the Sydney to Hg
in December where it is expected
there could be anything up to ten i
entered.

Maximus is described as the
fastest, lightest, most technil
advanced racing super maxi.
afternoon on the harbour confirms
she appears to be all of that. We
watch with eager anticipation as
competes in the upcoming regattas.



