Elliott 770
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Photos and story by James Hill

s we move towards the latter part @b

it's becoming clear that one of I:I'hl:".'L

cant salling trends of this era has bedthe:
of a truly modern breed of trailer yaches |88

We've had a few fast traller yachtsi}
ilecaddes, but nothing like the exciting and
machines we have roday. Alko never before e
er yachts dominated the racing scenc uliﬂ!l'-lh-
metres boat length. .

Offshare keelers still rule the- roost-over AN,
meires but below this size the mcing scenc i becn
captured by a new style of sports trailerable [Roats®
like the Mclges 24 have esmblished this trend 0%
k)

These are by no mwieans all the designe™dvailabis
with quite a_fewOthers coming. onto the ..---.
Thest production designs vary from the trapes
powered Hobie Magic 25 through o the sligtithe
mere conventional types like the Elliort 770, | j‘ﬂ'.u"
and Fremante 5.

However, the overall common de :-1mlud!l.'l'1gﬂl
all these boats 15 ulrea-hght displacement, m
hull ends and skiff-inspired sail rigs -

The retractable bow pole and asymmZRiCSpin-

naker is the most striking feature of this nﬂ'ﬁ!‘aﬂ. -'-
the one thing which really sets them ﬂpwtm'ﬂ!ﬂt
«course. However, that's only part nfthﬁpuh#
which hdudua mﬁr fun racing pufmnm
very functional deck layouts. i
'l'hﬂ:n-:wm first
-and foremost, hmm;uﬂlmnhm ceasions
mmmnd!ﬁhﬂwim] ‘nﬂ'hﬂ"l.
Such a boat is-the Eiliot 770, which ¢ Hd:*ga e
‘market only about two years ago and is. built
inhiﬂhmunphrﬂn?mr 3
© This design g-re'.l.nur. ::ri"lh: sticcess of ‘
;Hlﬂm 7 whh:h pecn. g mcmsm m,#mﬁ
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There was also o feeling that any proposed
bz sister o the Ellion 7 should also be a
strict one-design trom the very outset (sormse
Elliorr 784 were customised) with stogt
heensimg of bullders. The result was the
Elrone 770 one-design

I'his new design looks oot like @ bigger
sister of the Ellion 7, and m fact has the same
cabimtop. This means there 15 o ngger cock-
pit ind more deck space for the five = person
crew who are usully required 1w orace this
boat o 1ts full porennal.

Recuntdly T had the opportunity te S rest
race one of the first 770s durmg @ Saturday
afternonn wimer race on Pittwater, NSW.
Thus was (et one of two original boats

voaamperted  before New Yachis stacted

producton in Melbourne. With due respect

¢ Koaowes tus boat wasn't exactly flash m

of its finish, ver cerfainly showed the

patiential . of the design in termis of bath
specd. ease of handling and attractive look on

frt race ud ot all givent the winner wis
one e W ered Boatspeed 235 and
sme ctitors included three

Imteematiamal 11 mctres
1= ravoured our boag
huve been a differ-

Magic 234 an
Admittedly the hght win
and the race resul

ent story if the winde swere strong enough [or
the Magc 255 1 their trapeze --hut, hev,
it was sl fun th be abvle

of company

be wp i this sort

Design

he destgn shares o 1ot of simtarmes 10 the
Elliowe 7, pamelv o relaovely low sided.
skiff-style yacht with relutively Aat rocker line
and Elhiott's trademark “full section’ bows

The boat develops maxi-
mum beam amidships of
2 65 merres, bui really 15 a
much <limmer boat through
the water hecause of a nar-
rowed waterhne beam,

The opside’s have the out-
ward flare which is a feature
af Greg Elliot's designs and
which gives the boal tremen-
dous reserve buovancy when
it saling In stronger winds
The rig 1 also pure Ellion -
big. heavy roached mansal
and fairly tall  (seventh-
eight) foretriangle and short
footed headsails

In fact the rg s not overly
high for the size of the boat
with an | measurement in
the foretriangle of 9.2 m and
I (mansal ldt) of 96 m
This mdicutes 4 rig which s
relauvely compact, yer pow-
erful thanks 1o the fullv bat-
k tencd mainsail

The 7700 also features a rerractable how
pole plus un asvinmetrie  spinnaker of
approximately 65,5 sq m. The later s set
from a turde bag mounted n the cockpit
hatchway.

Undepwater foils consist of
daggor kel with torpeda bulls on the bomom,
and n dagger-stvle rudder blade both made
m moulded fibreglass, A split keel moulding
erbles the builders w fit the lead ballast
mmside the keel and mamtam a very smonth
fitugh 1o the torpedi

The hull and deck are also fermale muoald-
ed and feature o guality, medium tech layup
of “Priax stitched Zero 90 cloth, lasd either
side of foam cores which vary from [2-20

a very shim

mm. Crluss luminates are dovbled o major
siress areas such as the cemreline and around
the centrecase built o be
strong artd sn't a throw-away race maching
Theapproach to the deck gear s also very

Yes, the boat s

praciical with o stropg mast sechon, support-
ed Ty w single ser of spreaders/cap stays and
nq hackstay or runners.

Sl controls are also
kept 12 the hasic require-
ments and about the vnly
luxury are two, Iwin-
speed Lewmars up on
the cabin 1o look after the
halyards, centreboard lift
and headsail sheets,

There're fow satl con-
trols bevond this pomnt
except for the wvang.
mainsheet traveller in the cockpit and muain
sanl Juff Conmngham, The idea 1s to keep the
boat simple and easy to sail and therefore
more fun for crew and skipper

Class rules not only specity the limit ol
gear on deck, but also the mast section, Tig
Lavout and sail dimensions, In another words,

THESE NEW BREEDS
ARE UNASHAMEDLY RACE
BOATS FIRST AND
FOREMOST, THE BOAT IS
BUILT TO BE STRONG AND
ISN'T A THROW-AWAY
RACE MACHINE

from the very outset this will be 4 true one-
design boat and owners will be able ro look
forward to s futire of class racing when there
are more boats on the water

Accommodation

ndeck the dav-sailer crew dre very well
O;nccnnmmdawd by the spacious cockpit
and momy sule decks, The deck lavour
enables the crew o move from side w0 side
farrly easily, though there is a cabin stiucture
for'ard

The cockpit opens o the stern and whilst
the test boat shows a recess well for the
motor, future boats will simply have the
motor mounted on a transom bracket. The
currcnt systern has the motor getting m the
way of the rudder

I'he interior offers 4 basic cabim with long
side settee berths which sirerch aft w form
guarter berths, There is a galley wmit 1o port
and  sturboard  which has draws and an
optional sink/water tank if owners want to
stay overnight. A bulkhead divides the cabin
ared 4o there is i separate forecabim with two
vee herths which can be filled i to form one
large double berth. There 1s room here to fir
the optional Porta Pord chemical WC.

The long settee berths could sleep up 1w
o people each sides if you needed 1o sleep
the crew aboard on an overmght race like the
Marlay Point. The test bowt didn’t have
hackrests; but the current Aussie model will
have both backrests as well as a few other
concessions 1o comfort

IMere is quite reasonable sitting headroom
i the cabin and overall vou could say the
hoat has the potential for family/overnighe
cruising even if doesn't offer 4 huge amount
of room below.,

Perfarmance

e raced on a farly light wind day, vel
Wlhl: boat was surprisingly guick and
responsive in these conditons, To give vou
some iden of how guick, we
started a good ten nunutes
betind boats like NS 38«
and o custom-rigged Far
1104 and hawled them back
like they were standing snll
We went through about 20
hoats o lead the fect alier
the first mark. bot when the
Hoarspeed und a Magie car-
ried the wind to us on the
downhull spinmaker tack, we
had to fight to get back e second spot

It was fun o race in a boat which keeps
moving in the lightest of winds and which s
s0 easy Lo tack. We sailed four-up on the day
which meant evervone had something 1o do,
vet still had vme 10 hold a nome whien we
decided it was time tor a drink.
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The bmired sail controls meant we could
conceniraie our thoughts on wetics, and also
pav attenbon o basic sail trimming, In thus
regard | was particularly impeesséd with the
asvmmetric spinnoker/bow pole. It works
easily and quickly and encourages you to "go
fur o kite™ in situations where vou probably
wouldn? have bpothered with a conventional
spnnaker Cunting our the hassle of a pole
und various rope controls also meuns vou
can leave the spinnaker drop (o very Jute ut
the murk - and there's no worry about the jiby
gemnng rangled up with the spmmaker pole!

The only real drawback of this twpe of
spinnaker is vou definitely cover more
ground in light airs. You're forced to tiake g
tacks downwind while others go more square
10 the mark, This is a little frustrating at fiest,
but vou soon reatise that you end up m the
botom mark either the same, or in a better
position.

We also suffered a few problems with the
mamsail battens tending to not “pop™ through
after a tack, but realised afterwards that all they
needed was the tension eased off

The short footed number one headsail
worked well and should cover most conde-
tions. “T'here 15 also on even shorter fooled
number two headsail in the standard class
wardrobe which will cover fresher winds.

All suils supplied by the retarler. Sailing
Scene, ure Performance Sails
(Victor)

mude by

Summary

vernll the Elhintt 770 shouid satisfy the

Osullnr tooking for a performance trailer
vichi hefshe can sail in normal TYA evenis,
vet also compete well against the more nadi-
cal new breed of performance one-disigns

The provision of bekow deck accommaoda-
tion means the boat is not quire as limited in
its use as some other go-last hoats ver, at the
samie tme. it s recognsing the fact thar miost
racing sailors do ditde or no Cruising

While the satlftrail away price can be as
high as $50.200 with tactory fined options,
it's possible to keep the price down tw the
845,000 mark by doing some of the fit-out
vourself, What we're talking abour here is fit-
ting things like the deck fmngs and purting
ir vour own cushions and floor carpet. In
many mstances this sort of work could be
done in a few weekends and wouldn’t be a
burden to i keen, hands-on racing sailor and
his crew/mates

Kerli Corlett says he hopes 1o have the
Elliowe 770 up and runming as their own class
next year. lronically the test boa Seven
Seventy was the starter’s boat at this year's
Ediore Nuuonal titles: | savaboard her as the
hitle Blhors did their thing in three back-to-
hack raves at Lake Macyuane.

Then I sar and waiched as Vraks Gordon
and his young crew juniped tn the same boat
and, with virtually no preparadon, won the

NSW Swate Trailer Yacht Association over
the next day and a haif.

The Elliott 770 certamly seems 1o have
speed o burn, especilly upwind where it
seems to have a specal forte. Tt s none the
Jess a fast and fun boat downwind in fresh 1o
strong winds and should prowvide loads ot

excitement o crew in these conditions,

In summary, it would seem the 770 15 yet
another tribure 1o the skills of the Kiwi
designer across the Tasman we cull Greg
Ellinm n

SPECIFICATIONS
Performance TS
Construcuon.  GRPYfoam
LOA 77 m
Beam 25m
Draft S5cem-1.6m
Displ 820 kg,
Baflast 160 kg
Mainsail 273 sqm
Headsail 14.3sqm
Spinnaker 65.55qm

Distributor/Sales ingquires; Keeli Corlett’s
Salling Scenes (02) 9979 6546, fax (02)
9979 6548,
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