


he crew needed
no second invita-
tion when asked
out for a sail aboard
what is arguably New

";\;:‘.'-‘-_.s..

R Zealand’s fastest trailer
Yazoo burrows through some méan wash thrown op by the L= }ra{:h[_ the Elliott 6.5,
camera boat, her crew a trifle concerned about getting a wet % ;

backside.

Yazoo proved surprisingly
stiff on the wind, heefing
quickly o this angle before
crow  and centreboard  bulb

This Elliott 6.5 shows why she holds the scratch handicap settle the vachr solidly in the
with the New Zealand Trajler Yacht Association, groowe
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Although adopting an unusual bow-
high appearance whilst on the wind,
Yazoo obviously enjoys this attitude,
climbing easily ar-& very efficiently
through the slight harbour chop. The
clean, ﬂmh:rake astern, in &Md con-
trast ot pllamfmphy y 8 sure
sign of a sweet hull design.

Yazoo was surprisingly stiff. The
K:d“ obviously has a preferred angle of

el, and whilst initially heeling rapidly
settles solidly once crew weight and
centreboard takeover.

Now for the fun part. Bearing away in

ursuit of the camera boat, the baby
lliott accelerates rapidly. planing up

Putting her through the washing machine. The Elliott 6.5

emerges from the vasi turbulence thrown up by the camera
boat, the only casualty being a wer backside for the forard

hand.

quickly on the photographers while only
two-sail reaching,

Up goes the spinnaker and it's instant
whiplash as Yazoo does her best to get
airborne. The camera boat driver has
jam the throttle open in a hurry to catch
up with the action as the test yacht dis-
appears rapidly toward the Auckland

arbour Bridge.

The way Yazoo is laid out, everything
easily to hand, control under spinnaker
at d proves effortless. As the helm
loads a little as tonnes of ocean whizz by
beneath, the crew enjoy their work in
keeping spinnaker and main working to
the maximum.

Deck

The Elliott 6.5 is laid oot very sim-

ilarly to the immensely-popular 5.9 —
being very simple and very functional,

All the sail controls run to the cockpit
through roller bearing blocks (o
Cleveco servo cleats. Two Maxwell 16
winches on the cabintop are rarely nee-
ded, the jib sheets having 2:1 purchase
systems and the rest of the controls
being easily hand operated on this light
displacement trailer yacht.

centreboard winch is mounted

for'ard in the cockpit. It has a remov-
able handle o reduce it’s nuisance fac-
tor while sailing, the board being
locked down as soon as Yazoo leaves
the launching ramp.

The outhoard well is positioned just
for'ard of the full-width mainsheet trav-
eller. This well is a real trap for the

niovice mainsheet hand who, after step

ing into the ocean a couple of times
Eg:igk]}' leirns to step only on solic
cockpit flooring. With a sealed botom
the well provides negligible drag once
the engine is notin use.

The mainsheet system is very simpl
to use, being a 5:1 rachet block system
centrally mounted. The traveller con
trols are so positioned to allow the
helmsman, as well as the mainshee
hand, easy access.

The stern-mounted  rudder &
robustly-pinned into 2 stainless stee
frame. Throughout our test sail thi
setup showed no tendency to flop or fle:

under load, a weakness common 10 trai

e e

mast is a Fosters F13 section witl
Smm wire rigging and Graham riggin;
SCrews,
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