ew racer
aims fo
kiss

the

eeing this little racer out in front of a very

competitive trailer sailer winter series

fleet (on more than one occasion) pro-
mpts us to investigate further. The boat re-
sponsible for this not so easy feat is the Elliott
780 Purple Haze.
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The centrecase divides the relatively spacious main saloon.

weight distribution. The helm is light
very positive. Even sailing two-
handed in the light breeze makes very
little difference to both the speed and
heel of the boat. (This is even the case
in more breeze, as we saw the Elliott
forming admirably in the last two-
anded winter series race with a
steady 25 knot breeze.)

Much like the rest of the boat there
has been considerable thought put into
the deck layout. All of the sail controls
are easily worked from the helm posi-
tion, short-handed the helmsman sits
forward of the traveller. When fully
crewed he or she sits aft of the traveller
and the sheethand controls the main-
sheet and traveller.

Striking interior
Having been built by an apprentice
Emﬂhuil r in his spare time over the
]

somcthini special, and we are not dis-
appointe

The striking lilac interior contrasts
the clear finished laminated kauri trim
throughout.

The bow can be either two single
bunks or a double if the insert is used
and there is full sitting headroom,

The standard trailer sailer problem
of having a mast compression post has
been eliminated with the use of a lami-
nated beam above the front bulkhead,
This makes the front bunks very easy
to get in and out of.

mediately aft of this to port is pro-
vision for a gas cooker, although
budgetry constraints mean this has yet
to be installed. Ample storage for
and cooking essentials is provided in
the locker below.

Directly ite is the other half of
the galley, ﬂ sink. The bench top is

ished kauri, with further stow-

age bepeath. The water is supplied
from the 60 litre tank thr the
manual sink pump.

The main saloon is divided by the
| centre case, the saloon berths

ing aft into the larger quarter-
berths.

The main switch panel is a BEP el-
unit and is in the pcr{tgunn%
The Alpine stereo is fitted in
uarterberth and can be

cockpit while sailing.
Bt S 1 2 oy a4l pcions

ve it a i i
mmﬂm,mmmnmm
to thinl= you are on a much larger
yacht.

The hull and deck are built in 12mm
cedar strip with double bias cloth
either side. The side decks and cockpit

of the HT9000 epoxy, glass cloth, var-
nish and antifouling.

The centreboard is a steel frame
fabrication with a plywood and fibre-
mskin.mdhasnllﬂmhaumina

Summary

Having been under construction for
so long under the watchful of well
known boatbuilding team and
Sherson, apprentice builder Grant
Barker has made a su rhg‘b of com-
pleting Purple Haze. is s0 im-
pressed by the performance and prac-
ﬁcgliyuftheﬁl;&:lmlmhustamd
building a secon on spec.

While the original design is now sev-
eral years old, it is still more than com-
petitive in the local racing scene — as
we went to print Purple Haze had not-

are the same thickness plywood. ched up the impressive record of four
Both the hull and decks are finished doubles from four starts — all this and
in Epithane. Epiglass also provided all cruising too!
 The vital “
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