No problem...
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By PHILIP MACALISTER

No Problem, an Elliott 7.4 trailer vachi,
lives up (o her name.

She is zappy, practical and no problem to
sail,

Noel and Glennis Hahn are delighted
: : ) \ with their new yacht and are happy 1o be
z P . . = sailing after spending a vear fitting her out.
=5, The Hahns had many of their own ideas
to put into the boat and wanted to use as
much spuce as possible.

“I'm a wee bit fussy,” said Noel Hahn, ht
shows in the detail of the interior finish

All the wooden interior fittings are made
from teak including the louvre doors. Hahn
built them all himself and has done an ex-
cellent job

Four features the Hahns were ndamant
about when looking to replace their Ven-
tura 20, hesides being affordable, were o
boat that was fast, pointed well, had plenty
of headroom and could accommodate o
fridge

“It s hke going from an Austin 7 1o a
Rolls Rovee,” says Moel Hahn,

The Elliont 7.4 is the second rrailerable
design from Greg Ellion following his suc-
cessful 3.9 The new boat has more ac-
commodation and i« based on the same low-
ratio sailplanheavy external ballast for
mula.

She has the Elliont look about her — o
plumb bow for maximum waterline length
and clean far lines

The hull is easily driven and quick 1o nc-
celerate. The 440kg winged keel makes her
st upswand

The evening | sailed Mo Problem was
perfect with a 10- to 12-knot north-westerly
hlowing down Auckland Harbouwr

With each new gust. the Yoz chute
would drive the boat effortlessly through
the water. Control was never a problem.
— j e ayp i o 2
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ride on No Problem. The standord rudder supplied with the
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Comfortable and practical to sail — the crew sit outside the cockpit coaming.

boat, to meet class associntion rules, is deep
and lightweight. It fits into a sleeve fixed on
the transom and can be half raised for sail-
ing in shallow water,

The keel is raised and lowered by an En-
erpac hydraulic jack which is permanently
stored in a cockpit coaming locker,

No Problem is very simple to sail, making
her ideal for either the inexperienced or
fun to race double-handed.

The helmsman or crew sit on the out-

board side of the cockpit coaming, knowing
they are quite secure and are not going to
fly across the boat when the big gusts hit.

All the controls are close at hand with
sheets and halyards leading back to the
cockpit. The layout is logical and mana-
peable.

The side decks are wide and Hahn had no
trouble running about setting up chutes or
dowsing them.

All the deck gear is top quality. Barient

wirches service the halyards and sheets,

The mainsheet is set up on & Ronstan
system using ratchet blocks and cam cleats,

Six Easylock jammers hold on to the
halyards and reefing lines.

Mo Problem's sail wardrobe, built by
Rick Rovden, consists of a mun, No. 1 and
2 jibs plus an all-purpose Yoz spinnaker.

The Hahn's were so keen on ensuning the
spinnaker had the right colours, Royden
sent them a salplan with all the panels
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marked in so they could colour it in and
return it

The result 1s o wonderful red, green and
yellow chute.

A large rouched muinsail with two Tull-
length battens in the top drives the 7.4 with
a small, easy-to-tack jib.

The durable rig has sweptback spreaders
and is tapered so the main is effectively de-
powered when the wind picks up and there
15 more fall-off at the top,

A 9.9hp Suzuki Sail outboard drives No
Problem along at 5-6 knots,

“It is surprising how much ground you can
cover,” said Hahn.

The feature which sold the Hahns on the
Suruki outhoard 18 the built-in regulator
which charges the batteries while motoring,

Hahn said that, at 36.5kg, it is a little
heavier than other makes and models, but
the added feature plus an electric start
make it worthwhile.

Because the Hahns hope to do quite a bit
of cruising. they wanted a [ridge for the
luxury of an ice-cold beer on 4 hot day.

Hahn built a portable electric icebox/
[midge that fits neatly under the cockpit Aoor
behind the companionway steps.

Being able to charge the batteries while
motoring ensures ample power o keep
everything cold.

Although the boat has been in the water
for only a couple of months, the Hahns have
already done & trip to Great Barrier. They
found all their needs and expectations were
met with the 7.4,

A small inflatable dinghy could be lashed
on to the foredeck and the huge cockpit
lockers could easily take care of the out-
board motor and other cruising equipment.

Down below Mo Problem has plenty of
space for a yacht of this size.

The galley is to port of the centrecase.
Behind the two-burner Mariner Prince
stove and grill is storage for all sorts of cut-
lery and crockery,

Before building the storage. Hahn
bought the utensils and built the cupboard
around them.

Running at right angles to the stove is a
sink and trash-holder with a two-piece kauri
chopping board for bench space,

Beneath the sink and stove is more stor-
age and a foot pump for fresh water

The centrecase effectively solates the
galley from the living area.

No Problem can sleep five — two in the
fore cabin and the rest on settee berths in
the main cabin.

Under the settee is still more storage and
the boat’s batteries.

Ahead of the galley is a hanging locker
with custom-built Hahn shelving inside.

The electrical control panel and stereo,
which has speakers on deck, are all aft on
the starboard side alongside a Belcom
VHF,

In the forecabin are also water bladders
with 20-gallon capacity and a Brydon Boy
head. They are fitted in such a way as (o be
out of sight and give the impression the boat
is more voluminons than one would imag-
ine.
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On board are two Silva 700 compasses
mounted in the cockpit bulkhead alongside
Midas instrumenis which give boatspeed,
log and depth.

The Hahns bought No Problem at what is
called Stage One which comprises hull,
decks. interior mouldings. keel and rudder

All Elliott 7.4s come at this stage or
further advanced so they meet class associ-
ation rules. About 20 are in the water and
many race regularly
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ley tucked to port of the centrecase.

The Hahns, as well as cruising, hope to
do a lot of fleet racing,

While fitting out No Problem. Noel Hahn
wanted the boat to meet Category Il
standards so he could sml some longer
races

One of the features is a full-length teak
toerail which adds more class to No Pro-
blem’s looks

She is a well-appointed boat and, as
Glennis Hahn says, “a lot of tender loving
care has gone into her.” L

NO PROBLEM

LOA 7.4m

LWL 6.6m

Beam 2.45m

Draft 1.65m

Displacement 1200kg

Auxiliary Suzuki DT 9.9 Sail
Electric start,
36.5kg, 211cc,
oil injaction,
10x6%= prop

Designer Greg Elliott

Owners Moel and Glennis Hahn




